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This community newsletter publishes information, events, 
problems and concerns effecting the people of Palisades. 
10964 needs your moral and financial support. Please send 
a contribution for 10964 to Box 201, Palisades, NY 10964. 
With your help you'll find 10964 in your mailbox every month. 

THE D0BBS' AMD SNEDENS1 FERRY IN THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 

The beginnings of the f e r r y are vague. 
We know that Jan Dobbs came to Westchester 
in 1698 or 1700 and owned proper ty on the 
shore of the r i v e r ; and we know that he 
was a nephew of W i l l i a m M e r r i t t who l i v e d 
i n Cheer H a l l at that t ime. I t i s l i k e l y 
that he had a boat and crossed the r i v e r 
now and then to see h i s uncle W i l l i a m ; 
but the f i r s t r ea l ferryman, i n 1729, was 
h i s son W i l l i a m Dobbs. 

This seems reasonable when one th inks 
of the s i t u a t i o n on both s ides of the 
r i v e r at tha t t ime . The Albany Post Road 
had j u s t been b u i l t i n Westchester . On 
t h i s s ide the Ludlows had b u i l t the Big 
House at the top of the h i l l , which meant 
that there would have been a passable 
road up the h i l l , and perhaps on to 
C l o s t e r , by which people could have gone 
to and from the f e r r y . 

Less than twenty years l a t e r , Robert 
Sneden, r e c e n t l y a r r i v e d here, began the 
fami ly connect ion wi th the f e r r y which 
was to l a s t u n t i l 1803. The former Cheer 
Ha l l i s shown on the Verplanck Map of 1745 
as "Sneedings House the f f e r r y . " Robert 
d ied around the middle of the cen tu ry , but 
h is w i f e , Mo H i e Sneden, su rv ived u n t i l 
1810. She was a c o l o r f u l c h a r a c t e r . Many 
s t o r i e s are t o l d of her e x p l o i t s : she ran 
the f e r r y , shot a hundred pigeons wi th one 
shot , h id a Tory spy, had a tavern i n the 
former Cheer H a l l , and died at the age of 
a hundred-and-one. 

The f i r s t boat was a p e r r i a u g e r , or dug­
out . Soon there were two boats , one la rge 
enough to ca r ry horses and wagons. One of 
the most spec tacu la r equipages to cross 
the f e r r y was Martha Washington's coach i n 
December, 1775, wi th f i v e or s i x passen­
ge r s , a coachman and p o s t i l l i o n , and a 
mounted e s c o r t . A l l roads were bad at tha t 
t ime , but the one down the h i l l at Snedens 
must have been almost the wors t . (See pg. 2) 

THE PALISADES LIBRARY DANCE COMMITTEE 

i s d e l i g h t e d to repor t tha t t h i s y e a r ' s 
dance, held on June 7, was a great success . 
A most enjoyable evening was shared by 
some 120 people from the community. A f t e r 
the d e l i c i o u s food was devoured, r a f f l e 
p r i z e s announced, and dance decora t ions 
d i sman t l ed , the annual bene f i t r a i s e d 
c lose to $800 for the L i b r a r y . Spec i a l 
thanks go to Bernard and Gayle Jacobs who 
generously l e t the dance be held i n t h e i r 
home. 

JOAN HOOKER 

PALISADES SWIM TEAM 
The Pa l i sades Swim Team, ably coached by 

Steve Hei nemann and Kathy Larken , won 
f i f t h , place i n the Rockland County Summer 
Swim League Championships, held on August 
7 at the West Nyack Swim C l u b . I n d i v i d u a l 
medals and r ibbons were won by: 
GIRLS 
Open: backs t roke , 2nd place; Dominique 
Tor re s . 
8 and under: medley r e l a y , 5th place: 
J e n n i f e r Lynch , N i c o l e M o r r i s , Dawn S i r k o , 
N i c k i T a n k e l . F r ee s ty l e , . 4th place: 
N i c k i T a n k e l . Backs t roke , 3rd place: Dawn 
S i r k o . F r e e s t y l e r e l a y , 5th place: Jen­
n i f e r Lynch, N i c o l e M o r r i s , Dawn S i r k o , 
N i c k i T a n k e l . 
9 - 10: medley r e l a y , 6th place: J i l l 
Cederholm, Maura Murray, T r i c i a R e i d , 
Melanie T a n k e l . Backs t roke , 5th place: 
T r i c i a R e i d . B r e a s t s t r o k e , 6th place: 
T r i c i a R e i d . F r e e s t y l e r e l a y , 5th place: 
J i l l Cederholm, Maura Murray, T r i c i a 
R e i d , Melanie T a n k e l . 
11 - 12: medley r e l a y , 5th place: J e n n i ­
fe r H a l l , H i l l a r y Jacobs , Susan LoGerfo , 
Denise W i l l . I n d i v i d u a l medley, 5th place: 
H i l l a r y Jacobs . B r e a s t s t r o k e : 4th place: 
H i l l a r y Jacobs . F r e e s t y l e r e l a y , 6th 
place: J e n n i f e r H a l l , H i l l a r y Jacobs , 
Susan LoGerfo , Denise W i l l . (See pg. 3) 

CALENDAR 
Sept. 3 P a r e n t / C h i l d C e n t e r / P a l i s a d e s School open for v i s i t i n g 

(10 - 12 AM and 6 - 8 PM) 
8 P a r e n t / C h i l d Center programs b e g i n . For in fo rmat ion c a l l 5720 
8 to 12 R e g i s t r a t i o n fo r G i r l Scouts 

12 Fr iday Open House, Oak Tree Coopera t ive Playgroup. Old Pa l i sades School 
(10 AM - 12 Noon) 

18 Pa l i sades Senior C i t i z e n s Club Meeting (Pa l i sades Community Cente r , 
2 - 4 PM) 

27 Pa l i sades Pot te ry Show and Sale at Gerards , Washington Spring Road 
(2 - 5 PM, Rain Date 9/28) 

27 TZHS Madr igal Singers Garage Sale 
28 Parents 1st meeting Oak Tree Playgroup, fo l lowed by Pot Luck Supper - -

a l l welcome 



BOY SCOUT TROOP 54 
The scouts i n Troop 54 have had a busy 

time these past few months, p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
i n area events and a lso planning and do­
ing troop a c t i v i t i e s . 

T h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n to Scout-o-Rama, 
held at the RCC F i e l d h o u s e , was an obs ta ­
c l e course set up and manned by the boys. 
I t was one of the most popular a c t i v i t i e s 
and drew l a rge crowds of p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

In June the scouts went to the Camporee, 
held at the Anthony Wayne area of the PIP , 
where they j o i n e d wi th other troops from 
the Shatemuc D i s t r i c t i n demonstrat ing 
t h e i r cooking s k i l l s . 

The t roop has remained a c t i v e dur ing 
the summer by camping at a s i t e .set up on 
a nearby mountain where the boys have 
been working toward t h e i r s k i l l awards 
and mer i t badges._ 

During the f a l l the scouts w i l l ' p a r t i ­
c i p a t e i n another Camporee which w i l l 
s t r e s s s u r v i v a l . They plan to cont inue 
t h e i r monthly camping t r i p s and a l so take 
t r i p s to nearby places of i n t e r e s t . One 
meeting each month w i l l be devoted to 
f u l f i l l i n g the requirements of a s p e c i f i c 
s k i l l award or mer i t badge. 

Severa l of the boys are new scouts and 
i t would be a good time fo r other boys 
who would l i k e to j o i n to a t tend the 
meet ings . The troop meets every Thursday 
evening at 7:30 i n the audi tor ium behind 
the Orangeburg L i b r a r y on Greenbush Road. 
I f anyone would l i k e more in format ion 
about Troop 54 you may c a l l Sam Pas t e r , 
Scoutmaster , at 9460. 

CAMP OUT, JOIN THE FUN! 

GIRL SCOUTS 
Troops for Brownies , J u n i o r G i r l Scouts , 

and Cadettes w i l l be forming i n the South 
Orangetown area dur ing the week of Sept . 
8 - 12. Not ices regarding r e g i s t r a t i o n 
day w i l l be d i s t r i b u t e d through the Tappan 
Zee Elementary School and the South Orange­
town Middle S c h o o l . - - -

Brownies are g i r l s i n 2nd and 3rd grades. 
Junior Girl Saouts are g i r l s i n 4 t h , 5 th , 

& 6th grades . 
Cadettes are g i r l s i n 7 t h , 8 t h , & 9th 

grades. 
The program, geared to the ages of the 

g i r l s , i nc ludes outdoor a c t i v i t i e s , c r a f t s , 
games, t r i p s to l o c a l p l a c e s , and j u s t 
p l a i n fun . Jun io r G i r l Scouts work on 
mer i t badges, i n a d d i t i o n to these t h i n g s , 
and do ove rn igh t camping. Cadettes do more 
advanced camping and t r i p s , explore the 
business world and become more i nvo lved 
i n s e r v i c e to the community. 

Cost i s approximate ly $5 to r e g i s t e r , 
25¢ a week dues for 30 weeks, and a u n i ­
form s u p p l i e d by the parents . Troops 
meet e i t h e r a f t e r school or i n the ea r l y 
even ing , once a week. There are ex t ra 
a c t i v i t i e s on Saturdays , about every 6 - 8 
weeks . 

I f you belonged to a troop l a s t yea r , 
one of your leaders w i l l get i n touch wi th 
you by te lephone . 

You w i l l be glad to know that the l e a d ­
ers i nvo lved l a s t year are p lanning to 
con t inue : Rose Krupansky, P . J . Mouquian, 
V i c Nawoichyk, Carol McGann, and myse l f . 

I f you are a new p rospec t ive member, be 
sure to p i ck up a r e g i s t r a t i o n no t i ce at 
school . 

Leaders , a s s i s t a n t l e a d e r s , and j u s t 
p l a i n occas iona l helpers ( for th ings l i k e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , cookie s a l e , t e l e p h o n i n g , 
s p e c i a l p r o j e c t s ) are needed for a l l troop 
l e v e l s . T r a i n i n g i s a v a i l a b l e from G i r l 
Scout headquarters , and the l o c a l Leaders 
Club meets about one night a month for 
interchange of ideas and i n f o r m a t i o n . For 
an i n t e r v i e w , please telephone Nancy H a l l 
at 359-6237. 

NANCY HALL 

(Fer ry ) 
At the beginning of the R e v o l u t i o n , most 

of the Snedens were Tory sympath izers . 
Robert even became a p i l o t for the B r i t i s h 
wa r - sh ip s . The l o c a l p a t r i o t i c committee 
issued a proclamat ion f o r b i d d i n g a l l the 
Snedens but John to "keep f e r r y . " M o l l i e 
and her unmarried son Dennis moved to New 
York, and most of the others went to Nova 
S c o t i a . John stayed here and undoubtedly 
f e r r i e d many of the p a t r i o t s who crossed 
and recrossed the r i v e r when c o n d i t i o n s 
pe rmi t t ed . He a l so served at times as 
p i l o t on American w a r - s h i p s . 

ALICE MUNRO HAAGENSEN 

Note: Copies of the Verplanak map of 1745 
can be obtained at Vossi Thayers Bazaar in 
Palisades and at C laus land Bookshop in 
Piermont. 

E d i t o r s Note: Mrs . Haagensen, a long- t ime 
r e s iden t of Pa l i sades and member of the 
Pa l i sades Free L i b r a r y H i s t o r i c a l Committee 
i s complet ing a book on the h i s t o r y of 
Pa l i sades and generously shares por t ions 
of i t each month wi th the community of 
Pa l i sades - - through 10964.-' 

THE PALISADES FREE LIBRARY 

Reversal of driveway d i r e c t i o n : the 
community has found the present entrance 
and e x i t route i n to and from the l i b r a r y 
yard both inconvenien t and dangerous. 
A f t e r c o n s u l t a t i o n wi th the Rockland 
County Highway Dep t . , the Orangetown 
Highway Dep t . , and the T r a f f i c Adv i so ry 
Board, the Board of Trustees i s announc­
ing tha t the d i r e c t i o n s w i l l be reversed 
as of Oct . 6, 1980. From that da te , 
patrons of the L i b r a r y must d r i v e i n v i a 
Oak Tree Road and d r i v e out v i a C l o s t e r 
Road. 

* * * 
L i b r a r y Hours 

Winter schedule w i l l take e f f ec t 
Sept . 2nd: M-W: 3-9 PM; Th: 10-12 AM 

'and 3-9 PM; F r : 3-5 PM; Sat : 2-5 PM. 
BEATRICE W. AGNEW, LIBRARIAN 



PALISADES SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB 
The f i r s t meeting of the P a l i s a d e s , New 

York Senior C i t i z e n Group w i l l be held at 
the Community Cente r , Oak Tree Road, 
P a l i s a d e s , N . Y . on Thursday, September 18. 
Meetings open at 2 PM and u s u a l l y c lose 
a f t e r 4 PM. Meetings are held the 2nd and 
4th Thursday of each month, except Novem­
ber and December. Everyone i s welcome, 
the only requirements are that you are of 
the age and a r e s iden t of the town of 
Orangetown. 

Our meetings are l i v e l y , we have good 
d i s cus s ions and on occas ion we have guest 
speakers , f i l m s and enter ta inment . Coffee 
"and" i s served (you help y o u r s e l f ) and on 
s p e c i a l occasions we have home made cakes 
and l o t s of goodies . Anyone can a f fo rd 
the dues which cover the cost of the 
coffee "and." 

L i t e r a t u r e which i s supp l i ed by d i f f e r ­
ent agencies throughout the Sta te and 
County are d i s t r i b u t e d to the members and 
keeps us on our toes s ince i t s p e l l s out 
benef i t s to Senior C i t i z e n s . There i s 
a l so a 10% discount card which can be 
used l o c a l l y and most places i n the County. 
Everyone l i k e s to cut back expenses and 
t h i s he lps . Discounts are a v a i l a b l e on 
some of the bus systems, a l l t h i s informa­
t i o n i s a v a i l a b l e and d iscussed at our 
meeti ngs . 

Come and meet your neighbors and enjoy 
a few hours away from home, the welcome 
mat i s out . 

Hope to see you very soon, at tend one of 
our meet ings, have a few laughs and e x p e r i ­
ence the great g i f t of LOVE which we a l l 
share. 

LAURA EBMEYER, PRESIDENT 

TAPPAN ZEE HIGH SCHOOL MADRIGAL SINGERS 
are p lanning a tour to Europe next 
summer. The group i s composed of seven­
teen s ingers who sing music from the 
Renaissance p e r i o d . Members of the group 
are se l ec t ed by a u d i t i o n . Three of the 
current members of the group are r e s iden t s 
of P a l i s a d e s : C h r i s L a n d r i a u , John C. 
Anderson, and Ivan G i l b e r t . 

P lanning has begun a l ready because of 
the many th ings which must be done before 
the tour can beg in . Several meetings 
have been held to d i scuss i t i n e r a r y , the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of en te r ing chora l competi­
t i o n s , and, probably the most important 
and d i f f i c u l t t a sk , how to r a i s e a l a rge 
amount of money fo r each member of the 
group. 

To s t a r t th ings o f f , the Madrigal Singers 
are p lanning a garage sa l e on September 27. 
The sa le w i l l be conducted i n the T . Z . High 
School parking l o t . The Madr igal Singers 
would apprec ia te any donations of a r t i c l e s 
to be so ld at the s a l e . I f you have any­
th ing you would l i k e to c o n t r i b u t e to t h i s 
worthy cause, please f ee l free to c a l l 
Ch r i s at 4342, John at 5898, or Ivan at 
7048. 

(Swim Team) 
13 - 14: i n d i v i d u a l medley, 1st place: 
(new record) Mary Pat Gaffney. F r e e s t y l e , 
1st plaee: Mary Pat Gaffney. B u t t e r f l y , 
1st place: (new record) Mary Pat Gaffney. 
15 - 18: medley r e l a y , 2nd place: Kathy 
Larken, Hancy Hudson, Dominique T o r r e s , 
Jan W e i g l . I n d i v i d u a l medley, 5th place: 
Kathy Larken. Backs t roke , 2nd place: 
Dominique T o r r e s ; 6th place: Nancy 
Hudson. B r e a s t s t r o k e , 2nd place: Kathy 
Larken. B u t t e r f l y , 3rd place: Kathy 
Larken. F r e e s t y l e r e l a y , 3rd place: 
Kathy Larken , Nancy Hudson, Dominique 
Torres , Jan W e i g l . 

BOYS 
Open: F r e e s t y l e , 1st place: Steve 
Heinemann. I n d i v i d u a l medley, 3rd 
place: David R e i d . F r e e s t y l e , 2nd 
place: Steve Heinemann. Backs t roke , 
1st place: B r i an R e i d . B u t t e r f l y , 3rd 
place; David R e i d . 
8 and under: F r e e s t y l e , 5th place: R icky 
Cederholm. Backs t roke , 5th place: R icky 
Cederholm. 
9 - 10: medley r e l a y , 3rd place: Mark 
Bachrach, Clay ton Jacobs , Steve L a r k i n , 
E r i c M o r r i s . I n d i v i d u a l medley, 4th 
place: Steve L a r k i n . F r e e s t y l e , 5th 
place: E r i c M o r r i s . B r e a s t s t r o k e , 4th 
place: Steve L a r k i n . B u t t e r f l y , 5th 
place: Steve L a r k i n . F r e e s t y l e r e l a y , 
3rd place: Mark Bachrach, Clay ton Jacobs , 
Steve L a r k i n , E r i c M o r r i s . 
11 - 12: medley r e l a y , 4th place: 
Donald Douglas , Brooks Jacobs , Greg 
Ol son , Steven S i r k o . F r e e s t y l e r e l a y , 
4th place: Donald Douglas, Brooks Jacobs , 
Greg Ol son , Steven S i r k o . 
13 - 14: backs t roke , 6th place: David 
R e i d . 
15 - 18: medley r e l a y , 2nd place: 
Robert Neuendorf, Br i an R e i d , B i l l Ryan, 
Tom Ryan. I n d i v i d u a l medley, 4th place: 
lorn Ryan. F r e e s t y l e , 1st place: Robert 
Neuendorf; 6th place: B i l l Ryan. Back­
s t r o k e , 1st place: (new record) Robert 
Neuendorf; 4th place: B r i an R e i d . Breas t -
s t r o k e , 1st place: B i l l Ryan; 5th place: 
Tom Ryan. B u t t e r f l y , 1st place: (new 
record) Robert Neuendorf; 6th place: B i l l 
Ryan. F r e e s t y l e r e l a y , 3rd place: Robert 
Neuendorf, B r i a n R e i d , B i l l Ryan, Tom Ryan. 

At the Swim Team Party on August 7, 
Coach Steve Heinemann commended everyone 
on t h e i r tremendous e f f o r t t h i s summer. 
He urged team members to swim c o m p e t i t i v e ­
l y t h i s w i n t e r . Those who are not yet i n 
high school should cons ider the South 
Orangetown team which swims at the Middle 
School i n B l a u v e l t , ' the D o l f i n s team which 
swims at Rockland Community C o l l e g e , or 
other teams i n the area . 

NANCY HALL 

Karen Thayer Reina and C h a r l i e 
announce t h e i r t w i n s , David and 
E l i z a b e t h (born June 18) are doing 
w e l l - - as are grandparents , Reg 
and D o s s i . 



4 
OAK TREE COOPERATIVE PLAYGROUP 

Now ttiat the l o n g , f u l l days of summer 
vaca t ion are over , and o lde r c h i l d r e n are 
back i n s c h o o l , many small people are 
l o n e l y and bored. Oak Tree Coopera t ive 
Playgroup o f fe r s a gen t ly s t r u c t u r e d , r e ­
laxed and c r e a t i v e environment, i n which 
your p re - schoo le r (aged two through k i n ­
dergarten) can l e a r n and grow wi th h e r / h i s 
peers . P r e sen t ly loca ted i n the o ld 
Pa l i sades s c h o o l , on Oak Tree Road, 
P a l i s a d e s , we are open every day. from 
9 AM to 4 PM and o f fe r a wide range of 
p e r s o n a l i z e d a c t i v i t i e s to s t imu la t e the 
young mind and body, at minimal c o s t . 
Emphasis i s always d i r e c t e d at developing 
i n d i v i d u a l s k i l l s and i n t e r e s t s . 

-Anyone in te res ted—in_discover ing more . ... . ... 
about our program i s i n v i t e d to our Open 
House, on F r i d a y , Sept . 12th from 10 AM 
t i l l 12 Noon, or to c a l l 359-3472 or 
358-9469, to arrange a convenient time 
fo r you and your c h i l d to v i s i t . t h e group. 

On Sept . 28th , at 7 PM we w i l l hold our 
f i r s t Pa ren t ' s Meeting and Pot Luck 
Supper of the season, and a l l are welcome 
to a t t end . 

UNCLASSIFIED 
I f at any time you do not r ece ive your 

copy of 10964, c a l l Jane Bernick (8382). 
* * * 

W r i t i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the newsle t t e r 
are welcome. Send your s t o ry or announce­
ment to 10984, Box 201, P a l i s a d e s , N . Y . 
fo r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 10964 reserves the 
r i g h t to e d i t ma te r i a l submitted fo r 
p u b l i c a t i o n . 

* * * 
Deadl ine for October i ssue i s 

September 10. 
* * * 

Thanks to Bly the and John F i n k e , and 
Percy and Grace H i l l fo r t h e i r c o n t r i b u ­
t i ons to 10964 t h i s month. 

CLASSIFIED 
POTTERY SHOW AND SALE - - Saturday, Sept . 
27th at the Gerards (Washington Spr ing 
Road) from 2 - 5 PM. The work of four 
l o c a l p o t t e r s , S y l v i a March, C h r i s t i n e 
S i r k o , A l i c e Gerard , and Jane H e r o l d , 
w i l l be d i s p l a y e d . (Rain date - Sept . 
28 th ) . 

CLOSTER PLAZA TRAVEL - - C l o s t e r Shopping 
Center . Dale Botwin and a h i g h l y e x p e r i ­
enced s t a f f to serve a l l your t r a v e l 
needs. Please c a l l home (914)359-6080 
or o f f i c e (201)768-8405. 

PROFESSIONAL BEAUTY CONSULTANT - - Glamour 
and sk in care taught by Jus tyn Vree l and , 

._. consu l t an t wi th renowned cosmetic com­
pany. For free f a c i a l c a l l (23137'. 

FOR SALE: Fender T e l e c a s t e r wi th e l e c t r i c 
bass and case . E x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . $200. 
M u l l i g a n (6576). 

FOR SALE: Yamaha 30-watt bass a m p l i f i e r . 
E x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . $125. M u l l i g a n 
(6576). 

FOR SALE: 1975 Pont iac S a f a r i 9 passenger 
wagon. White , red i n t e r i o r . E x c e l l e n t 
body, t i r e s , needs motor. A s t e a l at 
$850. J . C la rkson (7149). 

CLASSIFIED ADS are f r e e . Send yours to 
10964, Box 201, P a l i s a d e s , N . Y . Donations 
requested from bus inesses . 

10964 STAFF 
Carol E l e v i t c h / E d i t o r ; M a r i l y n S o l i m i n e / 
Assoc . E d i t o r ; Jane B e r n i c k / T r e a s u r e r ; 
Joan T a n k e l / F u n d r a i s i n g ; Lo i s McCoy/ 
Founder-Consul tant . 
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