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PALISADES IN THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION - -
PART I 

The a c t i v e pa r t which t h i s v i l l a g e 
p layed i n the R e v o l u t i o n has been p a r t l y 
obscured by the f a c t t h a t , a l though s p i e s 
always c a l l e d i t Snedens L a n d i n g , or some 
v a r i a t i o n of the name, Washington and h i s 
o f f i c e r s c a l l e d i t Dobbs F e r r y . The 
o ther end o f Dobbs F e r r y , i n Wes tches te r , 
was i n the dreaded " n e u t r a l g round , " and 
had l i t t l e pa r t i n the a c t i o n except f o r 
a b r i e f t ime i n ! 7 8 1 . 

As e a r l y as 1776 two B r i t i s h s h i p s - o f -
war, Phoenix and Rose.,. came up the r i v e r , 
p i l o t e d by Rober t Sneden, and anchored i n 
the Tappan Zee, i n f u l l view of Snedens. 
Whi le the Tory Snedens were rowing ac ross 
to f r a t e r n i z e w i t h the crew, o ther i n h a b i ­
t a n t s , more p a t r i o t i c , were h a r a s s i n g 
them. Four t i n y r o w - g a l l i e s a t t a c k e d the 
g rea t s h i p s , and d i d a good deal of 
damage; and a couple of weeks l a t e r two 
f i r e sh ips approached them, and made so 
much t r o u b l e tha t the s h i p s dec ided to 
l e a v e . (See page ' 3 ) . 

PALISADES LIBRARY FALL PLANT SALE 
w i l l be he ld at the l i b r a r y on O c t . 4 t h , 
from 10 AM - 2 PM. 

There w i l l be a s e l e c t e d v a r i e t y o f 
b u l b s , f a l l f l o w e r s and sh rubs . Our food 
t a b l e w i l l be b e t t e r than ever w i t h p r e ­
s e r v e s , cakes , c o o k i e s , sauces , breads 
and v i n e g a r s from community k i t c h e n s . 
[ P l e a s e c a l l Barbara Hovsepi.an r e g a r d i n g 
the dona t ion you are p l a n n i n g (3847 ) . ] 
We w i l l a l s o have an i n t e r e s t i n g r a f f l e 
and p l e n t y o f food f o r l u n c h . 

From books to c i d e r , t h i s yea rs f a l l 
p l a n t sa le , has „to_ be one of our b e s t . 
P lease come, and everyone b r i n g something 
f o r our food t a b l e . 

ANDREA WILLIAMS 
PRESIDENT 

ARTS AND LETTERS 
BARBARA WERSBA's new book TWENTY-SIX 

STARLINGS WILL FLI TEROVGR JOUR MIND 
(Harper & Row p u b l i s h e r s ) i s now at the 
l i b r a r y and your b o o k s t o r e . A b e a u t i f u l 
book, l a v i s h l y i l l u s t r a t e d , f o r c h i l d r e n 
and everyone . 

* * * 

THORPE INTERMEDIA GALLERY ( R t e . 340, 
S p a r k i l l ) opens i t s new season on O c t . 5th 
f e a t u r i n g works by 15 ceramic a r t i s t s who 
l i v e , work or e x h i b i t i n the m e t r o p o l i t a n 
New York area - e n t i t l e d : "New York C l a y 
Works 1980." 

Of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i s the i n s t a l l a t i o n 
of a mixed-media box by Marcy Pesner . 

The e x h i b i t , funded through the N . Y . 
S t a t e C o u n c i l on the A r t s , w i l l be open 
to the p u b l i c Wed. through Sundays, 1 - 4 
PM from O c t . 4 th u n t i l Nov. 2nd. For 
i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l 6400, e x t . 256. 

CALENDAR 
O c t . 4 P a l i s a d e s L i b r a r y F a l l P l a n t Sa le (Sa tu rday , 10 AM - 2 PM, at the L i b r a r y ) 

6 Reminder: change of en t rance and e x i t o f l i b r a r y dr iveway 
8 Ename l l i ng f o r 8-15 year o l d s (4 - 5:30 PM, P a l i s a d e s L i b r a r y ) . R e g i s t r a ­

t i o n through O c t . 4 . 
9 S t o r y t i m e at the P a l i s a d e s L i b r a r y f o r p r e - s c h o o l e r s , ages 3 -4 , 

1 - 1:30 PM; f o r k i n d e r g a r t e n e r s , 1:45 - 2:20 PM). R e g i s t r a t i o n through 
O c t . 3 . 

15 S t r i n g s c u l p t u r e f o r 8-15 year o lds (5 - 5:30 PM, P a l i s a d e s L i b r a r y ) . 
R e g i s t r a t i o n through Oc t . 10 . 

20 Good Cooking For Fami ly and F r i ends (1s t c l a s s 7 - 9:30 PM, P a l i s a d e s 
P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h ) . 

22 F i l m Willie Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, 98 m i n . (4 PM at the 
P a l i s a d e s L i b r a r y ) . No r e g i s t r a t i o n . 

29 F i l m winter of the Witch, 26 m i n . , p lus 1/2 hour o f games, e t c . (4 PM a t 
P a l i s a d e s L i b r a r y ) . No r e g i s t r a t i o n . 
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PALISADES FREE LIBRARY 

STORYTIME f o r p r e - s c h o o l e r s Cages 3-4} 
and k i n d e r g a r t e n c h i l d r e n w i l l be he ld 
every Thursday (except Nov. 27th) b e g i n ­
n ing O c t . 9th and c o n t i n u i n g through 
Dec. 1 8 t h . The s t o r y t i m e program w i l l 
g i v e c h i l d r e n the o p p o r t u n i t y to become 
f a m i l i a r w i t h the l i b r a r y , take books 
home, view f i l m s , l i s t e n to s t o r i e s and 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n v a r i o u s c r a f t a c t i v i t i e s . 
P r e - s c h o o l e r s w i l l ga ther from 1 - 1:30 
PM, and k i n d e r g a r t e n e r s 1:45 - 2:20 PM. 
( R e g i s t r a t i o n : Sep t . 29th through 
Oc t . 3 r d . ) 

* * * 
YOUNGSTERS 8-15 Years o f Age: 

R e g i s t e r now f o r c r a f t s e s s i o n s w i t h 
Theona Meschino : Wednesdays 4 - 5:30 PM. 
Ename l l i ng c l a s s e s are l i m i t e d to the 
f i r s t ten s i g n a t u r e s w i t h the ba lance to 
a t t end the next e n a m e l l i n g s e s s i o n . , - -• = 
R e g i s t r a t i o n i s necessary f o r each c r a f t 
s e s s i o n - 25$ f e e . ( R e g i s t r a t i o n : 
Sep t . 27th through Oc t . 4 t h . ) 

* * * 
CRAFT AND FILM SCHEDULE Wednesdays: 

O c t . 8th - e n a m e l l i n g ( r e g i s t r a t i o n 
through 1 0 / 4 / 8 0 ) ; Oc t . 15th - s t r i n g 
s c u l p t u r e ( r e g i s t r a t i o n through 1 0 / 1 0 / 8 0 ) ; 
O c t . 22nd - f i l m Willie Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory (98 m i n . ) ; O c t . 29th -
f i l m Winter of the Witch (26 m i n . ) p lus 
1/2 hour o f f u n , games. 

Nov. 5th - C a l l i g r a p h y ( r e g i s t r a t i o n 
c l o s e d 1 0 / 3 1 / 8 0 ) ; Nov. 12th - e n a m e l l i n g 
( r e g i s t r a t i o n c l o s e d 1 1 / 7 / 8 0 ) ; Nov. 19th -
f i l m The Secret Garden (92 m i n . ) 8 

Dec. 10th - f l o w e r making . 

The th ree f i l m s i n d i c a t e d above are 
open to the p u b l i c and do not r e q u i r e 
r e g i s t r a t i o n . Showings w i l l s t a r t a t 
4 PM. P lease note f i l m t ime f o r p i c k - u p 
of c h i l d r e n . 

* * * 
THE PALISADES FREE LIBRARY i s happy to 

announce a new s e r v i c e - - VHS v i d e o -
c a s s e t t e s of p r o f e s s i o n a l and i n s t r u c ­
t i o n a l m a t e r i a l , and o f f e a t u r e f i l m s - -
now a v a i l a b l e . The v i d e o - c a s s e t t e s are" 
p rov ided by the Ramapo-Catski11 L i b r a r y 
System. P l ease note t ha t because of copy­
r i g h t l a w s , f e a t u r e f i l m s are r e s t r i c t e d 
to home use . A c a t a l o g i s a v a i l a b l e at 
the c i r c u l a t i o n desk. 

The New York Times has been added to 
the l i b r a r y ' s l i s t o f magazines and 
p e r i o d i c a l s . I t i s a v a i l a b l e Monday 
through Saturday f o r i n - l i b r a r y use. 

T a l k i n g book c a s s e t t e s f o r the v i s u a l l y 
handicapped are now a v a i l a b l e at the 
System. Ask the l i b r a r i a n f o r f u r t h e r 
i n fo rmat i on. 

BEATRICE AGNEW 
LIBRARIAN 

SCHOOL NEWS 
SOUTH ORANGETOWN JR. HIGH SCHOOL reminds 

s tudents and parents tha t school p i c t u r e s 
are scheduled f o r Oc t . 2 7 t h . The PTA a l s o 
i n v i t e s parents to t h e i r open mee t ings , 
scheduled f o r the 3rd Thur s . o f each month 
at 8 PM i n the J r . High School (Board 
Meet ing Rm. ) . P r i n c i p a l L a r r y Gl ickman 
w i l l a t t end as w e l l as t eachers who w i l l 
g i v e r e p o r t s on c u r r i c u l u m each mee t i ng . 

Ed. Note: If you are a student at the 
High School, Jr. High School or T.Z. 
Elementary School and wish to be a re-port­
er for 10964, call 2476. 

EGGPLANT-POTATO PANCAKES 

2 cups eggplant chunks sauteed i n 
o l i v e o i l 

2 cups mashed pota toes 
1 egg 
1 l e v e l t s p . c u r r y powder 
1 l e v e l t s p . c l o v e powder 
1/2 cup corn meal 
1/2 t s p . s a l t 

Blend a l l t oge the r and f r y s l o w l y , 
p r e f e r a b l y i n corn o i l , u n t i l 
browned. E s p e c i a l l y good se rved 
w i t h stewed tomatoes . Serves 6. 

Janet Wollin 

COURGETTES GERMAINE 

3 l a r g e or 6 smal l z u c c h i n i 
2 t b l . o i l 
1 t s p . s a l t 
4 eggs, w e l l beaten 
1 1/2 cups m i l k 
1 t b l . f l o u r 
1/2 cup g ra ted cheese 

Preheat oven to 4 0 0 ° . D ice or s l i c e 
z u c c h i n i and cook s l o w l y i n o i l , 
s t i r r i n g from t ime to t i m e , u n t i l i t 
i s s o f t . Mix eggs , m i l k , f l o u r , 
s a l t , and add z u c c h i n i . Beat w i t h 
r o t a r y bea t e r . Pour i n t o w e l l -
bu t t e r ed 2 -quar t baking d i s h , and 
s p r i n k l e w i t h cheese . Bake f o r 
about 20 minutes u n t i l top i s brown. 
Serves 6. 

Alice M. Haagensen 

These recipes from POTS AND PANS IN 
PALISADES., 2nd edition, with permis­
sion of Editor, Oriel Kris. Copies 
of this attractive paper-bound cook 
book (prepared by Palisades resi­
dents and illustrated by Palisades 
artists) are on sale for $2.50 each 
at the Palisades Library, proceeds 
to benefit the Library. 
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In November, 1776, f i v e hundred p a t r i ­

o ts were s t a t i o n e d at Snedens Landing 
w i t h four cannons and a h o w i t z e r , p r o ­
bably i n the redoubts ha l f -way up the 
h i l l , so tha t when the B r i t i s h wanted to 
c ros s the r i v e r to a t t a c k For t L e e , they 
were fo rced to land f a r t h e r s o u t h , near 
C l o s t e r , even though the c l i m b up the 
c l i f f the re was much more d i f f i c u l t . 

As the Snedens were the we l l -known 
T o r i e s i n the v i l l a g e , the Lawrences 
were the wel l -known P a t r i o t s . Jonathan 
Lawrence, J r . , grandson of the Jonathan 
Lawrence who had bought the B ig House 
from the Ludlows i n 1749, was our one 
sure R e v o l u t i o n a r y he ro . In 1776, 
unhappy w i t h h i s f a t h e r , who was a 
bureaucra t s e r v i n g the P a t r i o t s a t 
F o r t C o n s t i t u t i o n , and h i s mother , who 
was accused of s e l l i n g tea at b l ack 
market p r i c e s , he l e f t home at seven­
t e e n , and came to l i v e w i t h h i s grand­
f a t h e r i n "Dobbs F e r r y . " 

He soon j o i n e d the army and rose to be 
a c a p t a i n ; and there are many re fe rences 
to h i s e x p l o i t s i n Washing ton ' s l e t t e r s 
and o ther army r e c o r d s . He was u s u a l l y 
s t a t i o n e d nea r -by , and c a r r i e d out many 
dangerous r e c o n n o i t e r i n g e x p e d i t i o n s 
ac ross the r i v e r , perhaps rowed over by 
John Sneden, the o n l y Sneden P a t r i o t , 
who was mar r i ed to h i s aun t , E l l i s o n 
Lawrence. 

As an example o f what Washington 
thought o f the young man, then twenty-
two, he s a i d , i n w r i t i n g to C o l o n e l 
Scammell about a c e r t a i n s u r p r i s e 
a t t a c k : "You w i l l t r u s t no o f f i c e r but 
Lawrence w i t h your d e s i g n . He i s sen­
s i b l e and appears d i s c r e e t , " 

In 1780 a Blockhouse was b u i l t on Woods 
Road; but t h a t deserves a separa te 
accoun t . 

ALICE MUNRO HAAGENSEN 

Correction to last month's article: 
"...the ferry which was to last until 
1903. " 

HIGH FOOD PRICES GOT YOU DOWN? 
Ginny McCar thy , Home Economis t , w i l l 

teach a course i n the t echn iques of sharp 
supermarket shopping and f i n e cookery i n 
the k i t c h e n o f the P a l i s a d e s P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church beg inn ing Monday evenings Oc t . 20th 
through Nov. 10th from 7 - 9:30 PM. "Good 
Cooking f o r Fami ly and Friends'- ' i s a four 
pa r t s e r i e s of food programs t h a t w i l l 
show you how to s t ay w i t h i n your budget 
whether f eed ing f a m i l y or e n t e r t a i n i n g 
f r i e n d s . P o u l t r y and pork - - w i t h 
o r i e n t a l a i r s , g rea t vege tab le d i s h e s , 
breads and d e s s e r t s , h o l i d a y meals f o r 
super busy cooks . Ginny McCarthy has 
taught shopping and food programs f o r 
Rockland County Ex t ens ion S e r v i c e , Her­
be r t H. Lehman C o l l e g e , and C o r n e l l 
Uni v e r s i t y . 

She l e a r n e d her French cook ing from 
Joe Hyde and L i b b y H i l l m a n , her Chinese 
cook ing from The China I n s t i t u t e and 
e a r l y American cook ing from Van C o r t l a n d 
Manor. 

C l a s s e s w i l l be l i m i t e d to twen ty . 
Fee $45. Inc ludes d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , t a s t i n g 
and e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l s . For a d d i t i o n a l 
i n f o r m a t i o n phone 459-1149. Brochure on 
r e q u e s t . 

CLASSIFIED 
CLOSTER PLAZA TRAVEL - - C l o s t e r Shopping 
C e n t e r . Dale Botwin and a h i g h l y e x p e r i ­
enced s t a f f to serve a l l your t r a v e l 
needs. P l ea se c a l l home (914)359-6080 
or o f f i c e (201)768-8405. 

FOR SALE: C l a r i o n Car AM-FM R a d i o / S t e r e o 
Cas se t t e Tape P l a y e r and 2 Sanyo Speakers . 
A l l brand new. $35. 2074. 

CLASSIFIED ADS are f r ee f o r P a l i s a d e s 
r e s i d e n t s . Send yours to 10964, Box 201, 
P a l i s a d e s , N . Y . Donat ions reques ted 
from b u s i n e s s e s . 

OAK TREE COOPERATIVE PLAYGROUP 
There are s t i l l a few openings f o r the 

F a l l Program. We f e e l t ha t a combina t ion 
o f low c o s t , f l e x i b l e s c h e d u l i n g , and 
p e r s o n a l i z e d programs meets the s p e c i a l 
needs of the community. Anyone i n t e r e s t e d 
i n f i n d i n g out more about the P laygroup 
i s i n v i t e d to drop by the school or to 
c a l l 359-6472 or 358-9464. 

I f any of you are do ing your f a l l 
c l e a n i n g and would l i k e to f i n d a good 
home fo r usable t o y s , b i k e s , d ress -up 
c l o t h e s , egg ca r tons or meat t r a y s , p lease 
remember t h a t we have many l i t t l e hands 
tha t would love to t u r n your t r a s h to 
t r e a s u r e . 

UNCLASSIFIED 
I f a t any t ime you do not r e c e i v e your 

copy o f 10964, c a l l Jane B e r n i c k (8382) . 
* * * 

W r i t i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the n e w s l e t t e r 
are welcome. Send you r s t o r y or announce­
ment to 10964, Box 201, P a l i s a d e s , N . Y . 
f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 10964 r e s e rve s the 
r i g h t to e d i t m a t e r i a l submi t t ed f o r 
pub ! i c a t i on. 

* * * 
Dead l ine f o r November i s s u e i s 

October 10. 

10964 STAFF 
C a r o l E l e v i t c h / E d i t o r ; M a r i l y n S o l i m i n e / 
A s s o c . E d i t o r ; Jane B e r n i c k / T r e a s u r e r ; 
Joan T a n k e l / F u n d r a i s i n g ; L o i s McCoy/ 
F o u n d e r - C o n s u l t a n t . 
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