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A New Grip Takes Hold of the 9W -
Golf Driving Range After 43 Years of Kopacs

March 1 marked a milestone in Palisades history. After nearly 43 years of involvement and 25

years of ownership, George and Gertrude Kopac sold the 9W Golf Driving Range, for a recorded
price of $5,890,000, to a Manhattan delicatessen operator and former English literature professor at

Dong Kuk University in Seoul, Korea.

Contradicting statements attrib-
uted to him in a recent Rockland
Journal-News article, new owner
Jin K. Shin said he plans no struc-
tural additions. “I fell in love with
this place and with Palisades about
eight years ago. The only changes I
want to make are to clean up
around the sides and to improve the
parking area with trees and shrubs
and maybe a small embankment be-
tween the cars and the high%&l"

“The reporter completely misun-
derstood what I said about building
a double-deck structure,” he contin-
ued. “I said I wished I ecould, but I
know I can’t because this is a resi-
dential zone as well as a historic

area.” The new ownership will face
an increasingly competitive market.
Not only has a new range been an-

" nounced for Route 303 close to the

Palisades Parkway exit in Tappan,
but work has begun to double~deck
the existing range alongside the
Closter mall.

The 9W Driving Range boasted
only 15 tees when teenager George
Kopac started working for owner
Renard Norton in 1948. Norton had
recently acquired the range from
Stevens & Nicholas, a partnership
that had started it some five years
or so earlier.

Soon after they bought the
range in 1966 the Kopacs expanded
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fo the present 49 tees, spanning the
entire frontage of the I5-acre prop-
erty. The price of a “large bucket”
of about 75 balls has meanwhile
gradually inflated to $6 from 75
cents in 1948.

The distinctive miniature golf
course, like the entire operation, has
been very much a Kopac family af-
fair. George started developing it in
1949, but it owes its present glory to
daughter Diane Kurisko, who se-
lected or created all the imaginative
ornaments except the fiberglass gi-
raffe, seal and .rabbit. Michael has
served as full-time assistant to his
father for several vears, and the

Continucd On Page 12




Hudson River Defense League
Holds Meeting on Proposed New Hudson

River Rail Crossing

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority has be-
gun serious consideration of a new Hudson River rail
crossing. A number of sites for such a crossing are being
assessed, from Palisades in the south to Newburgh in
the north. The MTA will propose either a bridge or a
tunnel.

The Hudson River Defense League invited Martin
Huss, Director of Service Quality for MTA and Project
Manager of the MTA’s Rail Crossing Project, to discuss
the various options and their environmental impacts at
the League’s Annual General Meeting, held in the
Grand View Village Hall on March 28.

Roxane Witke, Director of the League, invited
elected and appointed officials, as well as leaders of
local conservation and preservation organizations, from
the communities in Rockland and Westchester that
would be affected.

A report on the meeting will appear in the next is-
sue of 10964, as well as the League’s next newsletter.

Palisades Mall

Last year the League led a half dozen Rockland and
Bergen associations-~including the Palisades Civic As-
sociation-in a challenge to the Pyramid Company’s pro-
posed new shopping mall at the nexus of Route 59,
Route 303 and the New York State Thruway. The pro-
posed mall is to be 50 per cent larger than the Nanuet
Mall. The site has a long history of industrial waste
contamination. The League and its associates brought
suit on procedural and environmental grounds. The
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Town of Clarkstown and Pyramid were recently re-
buffed by Judge Carey of the New York State Supreme
Court in their attempt to have the suit thrown out.
Resolution of this stage of the suits is expected soon,
and will be reported in 10964, as well as in the League’s
newsletter.

Piermont Marsh
Education Fund

The League’s Piermont Marsh Education Fund, ini-
tially financed by a settlement with the Carlyle Corpo-
ration as a result of the resolution two years ago of the
League’s challenge to the Piermont Landing project,
has so far contributed substantially to the stipends for
Tappan Zee High School students employed in a sum-
mer study project in the Piermont Marsh, under Dr.
Clarence Branch.

The Hudson River Defense League is a not-for-
profit corporation centered in Rockland County and is
dedicated to the protection of the River and the commu-
nities along the Tappan Zee. The League welcomes
suggestions and participation and depends on contribu-
tions from the community. Tax deductible contributions
should be made out to the Hudson River Defense
League and sent to Stephen Hickey, Treasurer, Hudson
River Defense League, P.O. Box 606, Nyack, NY 10960.

Roger Jellinek, Trustee
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The Triangle Flower Garden

One early morning last November the flower garden
across from the post office and behind the postal box
was completely destroyed when the Spring Valley Wa-
ter Company dug it up to replace a water line that ran
through it. It was a very discouraging sight when the
bulldozer had finished—that beautiful garden was
nothing but mud!

Many people called to say how upset they were over
the destruction, how much they had enjoyed the garden
and hoped we were going to replant it. The idea of
starting all over again seemed more than a little over-
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whelming, but then thanks to an irate letter written by
Margaret Anderson to the water company, we received
a call from Mr. Barnes, Public Relations Director of
Spring Valley Water Company. He has put their land-
scaper at our disposal to replace the topsoil and give
any labor needed. He will also reimburse us for money
spent on replacement plants.

It will take a couple of years to get the garden back
to where it was, but we will get there.

Dossi and Reg Thayer




To Reserve the Center call Irene Frederick at 359-3194.

he Blue Rock School was a mixed

blessing for the Community Center. The nice
folks at Blue Rock used the Center part-time,
paid us about $2,000 a year more than we
needed, and filled the Center with the sound of
happy children. But they also filled the Center with an
enormous arnount of school equipment that made many
activities difficult or impossible to conduet at the Center.

Since Blue Rock moved out in early November, there
has been a dramatic increase in the use of the Center by
Palisadians, and many new community events have been
planned.

Five of our civic groups now meet regularly at the
Center: The Boy Scouts, the Swim Club, the Civie
Association, and Palisadians for Incorporation.

Quite recently, the Center hosted a special meeting of
the P.T.A. to discuss the "budget crisis” with School Board
President, Gerry Miras.

In addition, for the first time in many years,
Palisadians held private parties at the Center in March —
two birthday parties and a bridal shower.

There are also five Festive Events planned for the
Center so for this year:

The 5-Mile Run June 2

The Rummage Sale June 8-9

The Palisades Cook-Off  July 6

The Halloween Festival = October 26
The Holiday Bazaar December 14

Finally, the Teen Club is being revived (see the accom-
panying story on this page) and there is talk of reviving the
Senior Citizens Club — and someone was overheard
dreaming of staging a children’s play at the Center.

"Truly, our old Palisades Schoolhouse is
fast becoming the center of community
life that it was always intended to be.”
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Your Community Center
Needs $8,000 a Year

Will You Pay For A Day?

But Folks, It Ain't Free!

The Palisades Community Center receives no funds
from the Federal, State, County, or Town governments.
We have only two possible sources of income: Donations
from Palisadians, or fees charged to outside groups for the
use of the facility. This means that either Palisadians must
pay to keep the Center operating or they must settle for a
"part-time” faecility, shared with a group, such as Blue
Rock, that is willing to pay to use the Center.

It takes quite a bit of money these days (about $8,000 a
year— $22 a day) to keep the Center heated, insured, and in
good repair. We have therefore provided envelopes in this
issue of 10964 which we hope you will fill with a
substancial contribution of $25, $50, or $100.

John Converse

5~Mile Run: The Palisades 5-Mile Run will take
place on Sunday, June 2. It will begin and end at the
Center and there will be coffee and donuts before the
run. Anyone who is not a runner and would still like to
participate may walk the course — walkers will leave
earlier than runners. T-shirts will be given to all those
who finish and there will be a $10 entry fee. Starting
time is 9 A.M. For further information, contact Kim
Miller at 359-6305.

Rummage Sale: a rummage sale to benefit
the Community Center will be held on Saturday and
Sunday, June 8-9. Donations of sale items are needed.
For further information, contact Janis Cavanagh at
359-1026.

New Teen Club Forming: wanrep an

6th, 7th, and 8th graders from Palisades. Come to the
opening meeting, April 15, at 7 p.m. at the Palisades
Community Center on Oak Tree Road. Help plan your teen
club... a place to hang out, have fun. Activities, whatever you
want! BE THERE... snacks will definitely be served. For
further information please call 365-3317




Library News

1991 Plant Sale and
Garden Market

The Palisades Free Library garden extravaganza will be held on Satur-
day, May 11, 1991, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. In addition to your favorite
annuals, perer_l,n'ials, vegetables and herbs, this year we will have a market
area offering:

Hand-made and imported pots and planters - Garden decorations
Outdoor furniture - Books on gardening - Hanging baskets
Gorgeous fresh cut flowers.

Plants available will include bleeding hearts, astilbe, ferns, eolumbines,

violas, geraniums, impatiens and begonias for shady areas, and for the
sunny garden, daisies, poppies, cosmos, cleome, petunias, marigolds and
zinnias. There will also be an expanded selection of flowering shrubs for

sale.

If you have plants you would like to donate, call and we’ll help you dig
them—we’d love to have more plants from local gardens. Don’t forget the
bake sale table —bring donations with you, and lots of money to spend.

Questions, requests, offers of help to Ann Brooke, 365-1375.

Centennial Building Campaign

Having received our flyer “Con-
cepts for a New Library,” everyone
in Palisades should be familiar with
our aspirations for enlarging the li-
brary. The conceptual drawing sent
out to the community and to others
is designed to give everyone an idea
of what an enlarged library could
look like on the existing site. The
plan has not yet gone before any
zoning or historic board and most
certainly is not finalized. We are
very concerned with our hamlet’s
historic status and expect to comply
closely with its integrity.

In order to go forward with our
plans, we must raise a considerable
sum of money. We need all the help
we can get, from everyone in the
town and as many other interested
parties as possible. We are excited
and encouraged by the support we
have received thus far. Every effort
is being made to meet our goals so
that the final plans can take shape
and be realized. To that end, the

historic value of the original Jordan
House will be integrated with a
building plan that will enhanece our
small hamilet and blend with its his-
toric status.

The expansion of the Palisades
Free Library is an excellent chance
for us all to invest in something that
will truly have direct benefits for
the community of Palisades. For one
person a $250 contribution for the
library addition is going to be a very
generous donation. For another it
might be $1,000, or $5,000 or possi-
bly even $10,000. In the final analy-
sis all donors will share together the
pure excitement of helping to create
a new library that can adequately
handle all our current needs. Please
consider sending in your pledge
card now.

The library will be hosting sev-
eral fund-raising events this year
including an auction in the fall.
Watch for further details.
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Centennial
Celebration

On the week end of June 15, the
library will host a 100th Anniver-
sary Celebration. There will be
reminiscences by past trustees about
the library’s history as well as a
short original theatrical presenta-
tion involving the children of Pali-
sades. (Any children interested in
performing should call Lynne
Aubrey Seidler at 359-7355.) Imme-
diately following will be a Pot Luck
Supper. An exhibit of memorabilia
will include copies of Maryann
Lowndes’ history of the library,
which is now being edited and up-
dated by Roger Jellinek to include
the last 25 years.

Thanks go to Lynne Seidler and
Anne Tonetti who have volunteered
to co-chair this event. We hope you
can join us at this special event in
honor of our library.

Books!
Books! Books!

Please call Nina Prusinowski
(359-4580) with your old-used books
for the Plant Sale. Please do not
drop books at the library as we
don’t have the room. Also, no text-
books or National Geographics.

New Books

Bly, Iron John {Sean McCarthy
Memorial)

Cheever, Tree Tops
Connell, Alehymist’s Journal

Gerdts, Art Across America
(Britter/Parton Memorial)

Godwin, Father Melancholy’s
Daughter

Gordon, Good Boys & Dead Girls
Levin, Silver

Oates, Rise of Life on Earth

Oz, To Know a Woman

Price, Bright Captivity

Quindlen, Object Lessons

Rewald, Seurat (Britter/Parton
Memorial)




Mildred Rippey

90 in 91

(To the tune of “Hello Dolly”)
Hello Mildred, Here we go, Mildred,
As we sing your praises to the sky today.
We love you so, Mildred, let us show, Mildred,
We appreciate the love you give so free and gay.

We love your mind, Mildred, and we find, Mildred,
That you want the world to be a kinder place, so. . .

Take a chair, Mildred, let us show you how we care, Mildred.

We know that you’re more than just a pretty face.

David Sanders

On Sunday, February 19, the Palisades community
celebrated the 90th birthday of Mildred Rippey at the
Palisades Presbyterian Church. Observing the close to
200 people of all ages filling the Meeting Room to ca-
pacity, Chris Iosso remarked that this gathering to
honor Mildred Rippey was probably one of the largest
in Palisades history.

The party was organized by Mildred’s daughter, Jo
Cole. Seventeen Rippey relatives came from near and
far including two daughters, Janet Chesnut from Pitts-
burgh and Jo from Rockland County. A third daughter,
Mildred Elaine Imady, sent good wishes from Damas-
cus, Syria. Grandchildren came from Seattle, Chicago,
Los Angeles, and Philadelphia. The youngest family
member was great-granddaughter Essma Imady,
whose fourth birthday was the following day.

Other celebrants included neighbors in Palisades,
Mildred’s Bible study group from the Tappan Alliance
Church, her current classmates from Rockland Com-
munity College, and members of the Palisades Presby-
terian Church where Mildred has worshipped most of
her life.

Jane Sherman organized the Palisades Sunday
School children to make a Tree of Hand Hearts. Jeff,
Jake, Kate, Bree, Rhiannon, Alison, Elisabeth,
Amanda, Bret, Chris, Niko, Jeremy, Geoffrey, Sam,
Caleb, Ariana, Travis, Elanor, Luka, Shane, Justin,
Evan and others, dipped their hands into paint and
pressed their handprints on paper cut into hearts and
hung on eucalyptus boughs.

Mildred sat in the midst of a swirl of activity re-
ceiving the homage of her friends and family. The
choir serenaded her with a medley of tunes including
“Over the Rainbow” and “I Get a Kick out of You.”
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Photo by Diana Green

Two songs were written in honor of Mildred. Virginia
Kahrmann wrote “I'm Just Wild About Mildred” sung
to the tune of “I'm Just Wild about Harry.” David
Sanders wrote verses entitled “Hello Mildred,” sung to
the tune of “Hello Dolly.” Mildred’s poems were read
and tributes made to the “Grande Dame” of the Pali-
sades Church and community.

Grandson Andy Chesnut echoed the group senti-
ment when he said, “I hope to be back here in 10 years
for another birthday party.”

For those of you who missed the event, all is not
lost. To find out more about our fascinating fellow
Palisadian, you ean check out the video entitled
“Mildred,” by Cristina Biaggi and Patricia Walsh, at
the library.

Milbry C. Polk

~
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Thank you kind friends who are near to me,
And my loved ones who are so dear to me,
For coming to sing and to shout

With this old lady who is on her way out.

I may stay with you a year or two,
If God has something for me to do,
But then I will suddenly fly away
And wait for you until the day
When we'll all be together again.
Halleluia! Amen!
Mildred Rippey

\
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What Peace Means

In our February issue of 10964 we asked for our readers to share
what they think peace means. Thanks to all of you who took time and

thought and wrote to us.
A Peacetime Story

Some weeks ago, in a far-away
village, a public building bore the
sign: “We support our Troops.” In-
side, a yellow ribbon display honored
local reservists serving in the Persian
Gulf and a poster announced,
“Wanted: Saddam Hussein, Dead or
Alive — Preferably Dead.”

Some building users, however,
were unhappy with this range of
feelings, which seemed to indicate
that any disbelief in war had been
suspended. One such building user
put up a contrasting sign suggesting
peace might be an option. Ripped
down that night, with fingernail
marks visible the next morning.

The unauthorized peace sign was
replaced later that day. And that
night, it was again removed. This
time, however, the job was profes-
sionally done. Upon inquiry, the
peacemonger learned that a member
of another building group had re-
moved the sign, with the express or-
der of the Mayor of that village. The
elected leader indicated there would
be no peace signs on public buildings
in their town.

The “We support our Troops”
sign was also taken down, as was the
Wanted poster, though a flag was
added and the yellow ribbon display
remained.

What do they stand for?

Christian T. Tosso

I embrace peace and find war
abhorrent and barbaric. I am happy
for the men and women who can
come home to their families. After
the euphoria has subsided, I hope we
can focus our power, might and
tax dollars on our very real needs
at home, such as, education,
homelessness, unemployment, health
care and many other dire needs.

Irene Frederick

Peace has always been momen-
tary. The trick—as people, as nations
—is to gather as many of these mo-
ments as we can until peace becomes
a seasor.

Peter Michelmore

Peace is unifying good to over-
come evil. In this country, gun con-
trol laws would be an excellent start.

Nan Michelmore

Homecoming euphoria eannot
bury our questions and our doubts.
The death score was 100,000 to 78—
is that a victory or a massacre? Do
the yellow ribbons and flags repre-
sent patriotism or the self-righteous-
ness of a bruised national ego?
Couldn’t we do anything to prevent
the deaths and the devastation? Or
was the war a showecase for our mili-
tary and our ‘defense’ industries?
How much longer can we survive on
militarism, weapons-worship, and
uncontrolled exploitation? Sorrow,
shame, and fear for the future are a
poor foundation for Peace.

Jack Hoffmeister

Peace is a conversation. It can be
one that is angry, heated, morose,
scared, threatening, daring, gloomy,
bright or cheerful. If is'a communi-
cation about issues that may be chal-
lenging or innocuous. It is one person
-brother, sister, husband, wife or
head of state-reaching out to another
with the intention of understanding
and recreating the other’s viewpoint,
and then creating resolution without

“violence. At the very least, it is the

commitment to further communica-
tion until the issue is resolved.

Judith W. Umlas
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Peace is a harmonious relation-
ship among individuals and nations,
based on mutual respect, trust, mo-
rality, and good will. At times the
pursuit of peace requires courage to
thwart the brutality of tyrants who
misconstrue restraint for weakness.

Jules Leni
What Peace Means to Me

Peace means not just the end of
hostilities between nations, but
peace established within families,
neighbors, communities, races and
religions. My focus is on striving and
attaining personal peace. The peace
within one affects and may be the
key for achieving the other kinds of
peace. This peace, however, is the
most difficult to achieve.

The truth is that there is a little
or big war inside everyone—atti-
tudes, feelings, fears, anxieties,
frusts. Personal peace doesn’'t come
swiftly. Irish poet, William Butler
Yeats, in his poem “The Lake Isle of
Innisfree,” vows to “arise and go
now,” to Innisfree and build a small
cabin. And he says, “I shall have
some peace there, for peace comes
dropping slow...”

What is inner peace? It is not
hate, fear, envy, greed, deceit, anxi-
ety, resignation, retreat, passivity
or blind acceptance of what life
and events bring. It is not self-
centeredness or disregard for others.

Inner peace is joy and love. We
have established a reconciliation and
an integration within and a concern
for others, for merey, and for truth.
We have learned to look outside our-
selves. We have come to terms with
ourselves and recognize and like who
we are, We have built inner resources
to give strength, joy, faith, inspira-
tion, and finally, peace.

And so the batile against the en-
emy within is arduous and challeng-
ing—not one we can measure by
suecess of troops, sorties, tanks, or
cease fires. But peace within may
“come dropping slow” and may
bring peace to all.

- Have I achieved inner peace? Not
yet. How many have? Perhaps we
should all wear yellow ribbons in

‘support of ourselves.

Mary Frances Murphy




News from the
Tappan-Palisades
Historic Areas
Board of Review

Spring’s arrival brings with it a
flurry of home improvement projects
in the 10964 community which by
now all Palisadians have grown to
accept as one more rite of spring.
The activities accompanying this an-
nual ritual may range from the
painting of window shutters to the
construction of a new home. As dis-
parate as these projects may appear
to be, they share one common de-
nominator; they may take place in
the Palisades Historic Area.

Those projects which occur
within the boundaries of the His-
toric Distriets and require a build-
ing permit or which call for exterior
changes to buildings over 100 years
old require approval of the Historie
Areas Board of Review. The Board
of Review recommends that
homeowners contemplating a
project in either the Palisades or
Tappan Historie Areas that affects
the exterior of their home first check
with a building inspector at the
Building Department. (A building
permit application is required.)
Then speak with Robert L. Hunt,
Administrative Aid for Planning, at
359-5100, ext. 258. If the
homeowner resides within the Dis-
triet, the Board further recommends
that a request be made to appear be-
fore the Board for an informal con-
sultation. Availing oneself of an
informal discussion can result in
speeding up the process of obtaining
the necessary approvals and per-
mits. Also, a consultation will typi-
cally minimize architectural and
engineering redesign time and fees
when a proposed project is not com-
patible with the character of the
Historie District.

Once a consultation has oc-
curred, the homeowner then makes
application for a formal publie hear-
ing, at which time plans, photo-
graphs and samples of construction
materials are presented to the
Board. To this end, the following
documentation as required by the
Orangetown Building Depariment
must be completed and the require-
ments met prior to a consultation or
Teview.

Requirements for Consultation:

1. A written request to the Board.

2. A vicinity map.

3. A set of photographs of the
subject property.

4. Sketeh plans, if available.

5. A check to “Town of
Orangetown” for the appearance
fee of $50.

Requirements for Review:

1. A copy of the Building Permit
Application showing the denial
and referral by the Building
Inspector.

2. A copy of the deed to the subject
property.

3. A Historic Areas Board of Review
application completed and signed
by owner or owner’s agent
together with a check made out to
“Town of Orangetown: for the
appearance fee of $50.

4. Agent must file written
authorization from the property
owner. A Contract Purchaser may
file his contract of sale.

5. A list, obtained from the Town
Assessor’s Office, of abutting
property owners and those across
the street from the subject
property together with addressed

#10 envelopes without return
address and with the proper
postage. Do not use a postage
meter.

6. At least seven copies of all plans.
Drawings are to be dimensioned,
show the scale used and are to
include:

a. Floor plans.

b. Elevations with exterior
materials and color schemes.
Samples should be furnished.

c. All exterior mechanical
equipment.

d. Elevations to scale of existing
buildings to show relationships to
proposed alterations or additions.

e. Provide elevations to scale of any
buildings within twenty feet of a
new structure.

f. A plot plan.

g. A vicinity map.

Note: Photographs may be used
to augment the above. It is recom-
mended that the architect for all
projects be present. Ordinances con-
cerning the Historic Areas and this
Board are available. Purchase price
is $5.25.

FEES:
Review of plans $50.
Consultation $50.

It is important to underscore the
Board of Review’s mission: Assist
both the individual homeowner and
the community in preserving the
character of the Historic Distriet. It
is the Board’s conviction that early
consultation will more effectively
address both the individual’s con-
cerns regarding his or her own prop-
erty and the community’s desire for a
stronger preservation program in
Palisades.

A future article will address the
powers and obligations of the Board,
history of the Historic Areas District
in Palisades and the members of the
Board. Palisades residents presently
sitting on the Board include Donald
Tapley, Robert Williams and William
Walther.

William Walther

William Walther is an architect
living in the Palisades Historic Areas
District with his wife and two chil-
dren.
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Aconcagua .

Palisadians Cristina Biaggi,

David Green and Laura Harrison
went adventuring recently in Ar-
gentina. We asked Cristina and
David to share the experience
with 10964 readers.

On February 3, 1991, we
started climbing Aconcagua in Ar-
gentina, (22,834 feet) the highest
mountain in the Western hemi-
sphere. We were accompanied by
Laura Harrison, six other climbers
and two guides. The climb took
ten days of strenuous to extremely
grueling hiking through spectacu-
lar desert valleys and up steep
scree slopes via switchbacks all
the way to the top. At night we
camped in designated spots at
various altitudes.

It took two days to walk to the
base of the mountain into Base
Camp (14,000 feet), traveling
through the magnificent and de-
serted Horcones river valley which
is bordered by tall mountain
ranges sharply etched against the
impossibly blue sky. At night we
marveled at the profuse constella-
tions which, because of the high
altitude and thin air, seemed to be
suspended almost within reach.

We spent three days at Base
Camp getting used to the alti-
tude— reading, sleeping, eating,
and taking local conditioning
hikes. From Base Camp we also
ferried supplies up to the next
camp (Camp I at 15,500 feet).
These trips took four to six hours
of hard-breathing hiking with 30
pound backpacks. As we got
higher up it became colder,
windier and increasingly difficult
to breathe.

On February 7 we moved per-
manently up to Camp I where we

spent the next two days resting
and taking supplies up to Camp
II—appropriately named Condor
Camp, being at 17,600 feet. Camp
I was beautifully situated on a
spur of the mountain that jutted
out like a large eagle’s aerie. From
this vantage point we had a view
of mountain ranges as far as the
eye could see. On February 9 we
moved up to Condor Camp where
again we spent two days resting to
prepare ourselves for the summit
attempt.

On February 11 we trudged up
to Camp III (19,600 feet), named
Berlin Camp because it was ex-
tremely cold and arid. The air
there is so thin that anything you
do takes a supreme effort. Also, at
that altitude you lose your appe-
tite completely and you have to
force yourself to eat fo keep up
your crucial strength. From Camp
III we would make the climb to
the summit.

Excerpts from Summit Day
Journal Entry by David Green

I have never been so tired in
my life. Yesterday we awoke at
5:30 a.m. to get ready for our
summit attempt. It was still dark
and icy cold as we packed the few
items we needed to take with us—
water, candy and extra clothing.

After some tea and a little
cereal we took off for what was
scheduled to be an eight to nine
hour climb to the summit and
return to camp. We had 3,600 feet
to go to get to the top. If some of
the previous days getting to Camp
III had seemed hard, they don’t
now. About one hour into the
climb I was already having trouble
keeping up with the main group.
Laura, who had been struggling
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with the altitude for several days,
finally quit her valiant effort at
about 20,000 feet when she no-
ticed the beginnings of frostbite
on her fingertips and complained
of seeing flashes of light in front
of her. She returned to Camp III
while the rest of the group ven-
tured on.

The climbing became more and
more difficult as we gained alti-~
tude. The air thinned even more,
and fatigue turned into exhaus-
tion. Even John, our guide, was
having troubles, though not to the
extent I was. Breathing became
my primary concentration, as I
found myself now breathing five
or even six times for every step I
took. We reached the base of the
Canaleta and began our last
charge for the summit.

As we neared the top, what
had been a calm, sunny, and rela-
tively warm day started clouding
up, and soon snow was falling as
distant thunder rumbled. At this
point I was dead on my feet,
pausing every couple of minutes to
rest and leaning on my ski pole for
support. Several times I nearly fell
asleep.

Somewhere around 5 or 5:30
p.m., some ten hours after leaving
camp, Cristina, John, and I
reached the summit. However, I
never actually got to stand on the
summit and look around because
right as we scrambled to the pla-
teau there was a crackle in the air
and my hair stood on end as if
lightning was about to strike.
Agusto yelled for everyone to lie
down. I had visions of a lightning
bolt blasting the summit, explod-
ing chunks of rock in every direc-
tion, and people subsequently
saying, “Yes, Dave made it to the







