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For three days in late March, Palisades was the site of 

the second National Education Summit at IBM's 

Palisades Executive Conference Center. In addition to 

41 state governors, 49 corporate leaders and 30 well-

known education experts, President Clinton made a brief 

appearance on March 28 to present a speech on educational 

policy. Local participation was quite limited; even Governor 

Pataki did not attend, owing to a sudden death in his family. 

The only students from Rockland county invited to the con

ference were two ninth-graders from North Rockland High 

School, who demonstrated a computerized earth sciences pro

ject by working on-line with weather experts in Urbana, 111. 

Owing to our lack of official press credentials, 10964 on-

site coverage was limited to a gracious tour of the empty 

meeting room on the day before the conference began, 

conducted by the center's Program Manager, 

Elona Collins. In addition, we did some skimming A 

of the gigantic related Internet web page j 

(httpv'Avww summit96.ibm.com), had a glimpse of \ 

two identical black limousines whisking the President 

around the corner from 9W into the IBM driveway and 

watched the President's speech on C-Span 

Little evidence of the logistically complex event 

was to be seen outside of the conference center—no secret 

service agents were ever observed patrolling the woods 

behind the center, to the great disappointment of local chil

dren, and 9W was closed for only 5 - 10 minutes during 

President Clinton's drive from the jogging oval at Tallman Park, 

where his fleet of 5 helicopters had to land, to IBM. 

Fortunately for the nation as a whole, the Bergen County 

Mosquito Abatement Program did not send back their steam 

Elizabeth 
and Bree 
Bauman and 

"" Alexander and Luc 
Lahre wait anxiously for a glimpse 

of the President, next to demonstrators from 
the Highland Falls, NY school district. 

shovel to clear more mud out of Sparkill Creek and possibly 

scrape a few holes in the Tenneco pipeline (which passes 100 

yds from the conference center) during the event. 

This meeting was a follow-up to the first educational sum-

.mit held in 1989 in Charlottesville, VA. Like the first meeting, 

this one sought to emphasize the need for more uniformity of 

standards, better school accountability and also added more 

emphasis to the need for technology in education. In the con-

http://summit96.ibm.com
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ference's opening speech, IBM President Lou Gerstner noted 

that, "It's time to stop making excuses. It's time to set stan

dards and achieve them." This goal appears brave, if not par

ticularly practical in today's political climate, since efforts to 

develop national standards since 1989 

have met with fierce political opposi

tion, mainly from those who oppose 

any increase in Federal involvement in 

the education sector. 

President Clinton's speech called 

for six broad goals to be met: end 

automatic promotion from grade to 

grade, demand more from teachers, 

demand more from schools, make 

schools safer and drug-free, improve 

educational technology and reinvent 

the budget process. This last item 

challenged states to cut regulation 

and overhead, and to spend more on 

the classroom rather than administration. 

The budgetary angle would seem to be key. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Pataki was not around to answer questions 

from reporters about the ways that slashing state education 

spending will help increase educational quality in New York. 

IBM's press office was prepared for an onslaught of 700 

reporters during the three days (nearly equivalent to the 

entire population of Palisades). But with all the flurry, did the 

summit really get noticed across the country? The New York 

Fortunately for the nation as a 
whole, the Bergen County 
Mosquito Abatement Program 
did not choose this moment to 
send back their steam shovel 
to clear more mud out of the 
Sparkill Creek and possibly 
scrape a few holes in the 
Tenneco pipeline (which pass
es 100 yds from the 
conference center) during 
the event. 

Times carried only one short article on page B9 during the 

whole event, although we were pleased to note that the 

Rockland Journal News provided excellent coverage. 

We also have no way of knowing whether the governors 

made any real progress on educational 

issues during the conference. Did they 

just trade some "feel-good" cliches 

about how important public schools are 

to the future of this country before mov

ing on to their luncheon and animated 

discussion about which of their number 

would be picked to run on the ticket with 

Bob Dole? Were he still alive, a cynical 

reporter like Ambrose Bierce could be 

excused for musing rather wickedly on 

what percentage of the notables in atten

dance have, in fact, sent all their own chil

dren to private schools, but at 10964, we 

are pointedly not cynical, and wish all the 

participants well in their efforts to do something positive 

about public education in this country. 

However, the outcome was entirely unambiguous for 

local IBM employees who worked so hard to organize the 

event. "It went phenomenally well," exclaimed Ms. Collins sev

eral weeks later, with only a small tinge of relief in her voice, 

as she reminisced about the extraordinary visit from so many 

distinguished guests. 

Greta S. Nettleton 

THE LATEST IN EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
Though 10964 reporters had only a brief tour of the sum
mit, it was enough to determine that, the display of educa
tional firepower set up for the nation's governors and the 
President presented the very best of what is now available 
to educate American children. Balconies were a blizzard of 
cables and electronic equipment as the most exciting 
teaching organizations in America displayed the full range 
of their capabilities. 

Two rooms were of particular interest. One held about 
30 CD-ROM displays, including The Voyager Company's 
"With Open Eyes," IBM's "Through the Woods/At the 
Seashore," Davidson's "Multimedia Workshop," Sunburst's 
"A to Zap" and Tom Snyder's "Great Ocean Resolve." In the 
second room, a palpable hum of activity swirled around the 
conference's Web Site displays. 

One only hopes that mir n.ilinn's Irarfeis managed''."' 
time away from pontificating, eating and politicking to-*se£-:-?i 
one of the best demonstrations of educational technology -
we've ever seen. Sadly, not only did the President have no 
apparent inclination to make history by lunching at George 
Washington's table (volunteers stood by ready to whisk it 
from the library to the summit), he spent so little time at 
the site that his ability to appreciate the multi-million dol
lar setup must have been practically nil. 

A 10964 reporter suggested hopefully to the over
worked IBM staff that they keep the display open an extra 
day to allow area teachers to visit. Alas, scheduling con
flicts called for a swift breakdown of the glorious show. 

MilbryPolk 



SOUTH ©RAWGETOWINI SCHOOL MIWS 
ELECTION RESULTS 
As a result of the election held on May 8, the 
budget passed, representing a 3.6 percent 
increase over last year's school budget. The 
election also reseated School Board incum
bents Nancy Russell and Barbara Scheulen 
for another term. 

SOUTH ORANGETOWN SCHOOLS 
RATED HIGHLY 
The South Orangetown Central School 
District was selected by School Match as a 
1996 Fifth Annual Award-Winning School 
System. The organization, a nationwide ser
vice that helps parents employed by corpora
tions to find good schooling for their chil
dren, uses over 33,000 parent questionnaires 
to identify what parents look for in selecting 
a school system for their children. Only 10 
percent of the nation's more than 15,000 
school systems are designated with this 
honor. 

SCHOOL BUS PASSING 
Although the school year is drawing to a 
close, drivers must pay attention to the pres
ence of stopped school buses on our roads. 
It is against the law to pass a stopped bus on 
either side. Yet, on many of the major roads 

in Palisades and South Orangetown, people 
continue to drive past buses, many of 
which have their red lights flashing and 
stop signs extended. Please take notice of 
this potentially very dangerous situation 
before we have a local tragedy, and please 
drive safely. 

SCIENCE AND MATH 
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM FOR 
GRADES 7-1 2 
The Marie Curie Institute at St. Thomas 
Aquinas College runs a science and math 
enrichment program for 7th through 12th 
graders on 10 Saturdays during the fall. 
Students from both public and private 
schools are welcome. Drawing on 
resources made available by Lamont, IBM, 
and Lederle Labs, the program ties inter
ested students, particularly girls, to teach
ing mentors. Although funding from 
Albany is somewhat uncertain, Sister 
Teresa O'Connor assures us that the pro
gram is going forward; interested stu
dents who have not yet applied to this pro
gram through their teachers or guidance 
counselors should contact Sister O'Connor 
at 398-4162 for more information. 
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S U M M E R P R O G R A M S 
This summer the South Orangetown Central School District is sponsoring several camps and programs. 

Cosmos Soccer Camp will have two sessions this summer,, held at 
the South Orangetown Middle School. Session I will run from July 15 
through July 19; Session II, from July 22 to July 26. Cost per session is 
$185. For more information please 
call 365-1624. 

Summerstage '96, a series of creative theater and television work
shops, offers six programs, all located at Tappan Zee High School. For 
more information about any of these programs, please call 
914-426-1858. 

Summerstage Kindergarten, for entering'kindergarten students. 
Monday, July 1 to Friday, August 2, twice a week on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 9 am to 1 pm. Early registration fee $200; regular 
registration fee $240. 

Summerstage Junior, for students entering first grade. Monday, July 
1 to Friday, August 2; Five days a week from 9 am to 1 pm. A presenta
tion performance will be held on Wednesday, July 31. Early registra
tion $450; regular registration $490. 

Summerstage Players, for students entering grades 2 through 5. 
Monday, July 1 to Friday, August 2; five days a week from 9 am to 1 
pm. A student performance will be held on Thursday, August 1 at 7 
pm. Early registration $450; regular registration $490. 

Summerstage Troupers, for students entering grades 6 through 
12. Monday, July 1 to Friday, August 2; five days a week from 9 am to 
1 pm. A student performance will be held on Thursday, August 1 at 
7 pm and on Friday, August 2 at 7 pm. Early registration $450; 
regular registration $490. 

Summerstage Showstoppers, for students entering grades 8 to 
12. Session I, from Monday, July 1 to Friday, July 26; Session II, 
from Monday, August 5 to Friday, August 30; five days a week from 
6:30 pm to 9:30 pm. Session I performance will be held on Friday, 
July 26 at 7 pm; Session II performance will be on Friday, August 30 
at 7 pm. Early registration $400; regular registration, $440. 

August TV Live, for students entering grades 2 to 12. Monday, 
August 5 to Friday, August 30; five days a week. Early registration 
$450; regular registration $490. 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

The Palisades Free 
Library will be holding 

its formal reopening and 
dedication ceremony on 
Saturday, June 15 at 3 pm. 
The program will include 
our guest speaker, noted 
children's author Betty 
Miles, and will culminate 
with the dedication of the 
children's room. 
Refreshments will be 
served. 

The Library would like to thank the 
following people for their generous 

donations of time and resources to the 
Plant Sale: Alpine Nursery, Margaret 
Anderson, Bonnie Chapin, Jonathan 
and Linda Ewig, Marika Hahn, 
Jacqueline Martin, the Palisades 
Presbyterian Church, Frances-
Pellegrini, Nina Prusinowski, Lynne 
Aubrey Seidler, Caroline Tapley, 
Mary Tiegreen, and Cellen Wolk. 

N E W B O O K S 
Adult Non-Fiction 
Brombert Edouard Manet Rebel 

in a Frock Coat 
Eadie The Awakened Heart 
Goldhagen Hitler's Willing Executioners 
Heaney Redress of Poetry 
Levin Edward Hopper: 

An Intimate Biography 
Ozment Burghermeister's Daughter 
Sweetman Paul Gauguin: A Life 
Trillin Messages From My Father 
Vanderbilt Mother's Story 
Viscott Emotional Resilience 
Wharton Houseboat on the Seine 
Woodward The Race 

Adult Fiction 
Darnton Neanderthal 
Mayle Anything Considered 
Meade Snow Wolf 
Moore The Statement 
Palmer Critical Judgement 
Plain Accordion Crimes 
Roth From Bondage 
Weldon Worst Fears 

The Library subscribes to 49 periodi
cals and 4 newspapers: Rockland 
Journal News, New York Times, Wall 
Street Journal and New York Review 
of Books. 

C H I L D R E N ' S P R O G R A M S 

The Palisades Free Library looks for
ward to welcoming its younger patrons 
in the beautiful new children's room. 
Story time for children ages 3 to 
Kindergarten will be held on 
Wednesdays from 1:30 to 2 pm. 
Children may look forward to stories 
with books, flannel board and puppets, 
as well as songs and fingerplays. 
Please register at the library to let us 
know if your child will take part. 

After-school programs for ele
mentary school children will resume in 
the fall. The Summer Reading Program 
will begin on June 26. We look forward 
to having all children participate 
whether they are reading by them
selves or are still being read to. FUN 
FOR ALL!! 

LIBRARY HOURS: 
Mon-Wed 
Thurs 

Fri 
Sat 
Sun 

3 pm- 9 pm 
10 am - noon 
and 3 pm - 9 pm 
3 pm - 5 pm 
11 am-5 pm 
1pm- 5 pm 
(closed in summer) 

Palisades Presbyterian CKurcK News 
ANNUAL STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

Saturday, June 2 2 , 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

O n tke manse lawn, Washington Spring Rd, opposite tke ckurck 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Sunday services •will be at 10 a.m. 

from June 23 tkrougrt 

Labor Day. 

_J? 


