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FPalisades
kindergartners
who entered
Tappan Zee
Elementary School
in September
(pictured top

to bottom,

left to right):
Jamie Carbone,
Nicholas Nitsagias,
Sarah Kiitle,
Briana Ballesteros,
Tommy Griffen,
Stephen DeGiacomo,
Carolyn Poriglia,
Jessica Kramer.
Not present:

Stephen An,

- Jennifer Connelly;

Cheney Lonberg,

Stephen Neuendorf.
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A NEW LAW

On September 9, 1996 a unanimous vote of
the Town Board made it a violation of
Orangetown law to overtake and pass a
school bus which is stopped and has its red
lights flashing. The law prohibits passing
the bus in either direction until the flashing
lights are turned off, and establishes a
scale of penalties for convicted drivers.

Penalties include a fine of not less than
$150 for a first conviction under the new
law. A third conviction within 3 years car-
ries a penalty of not less than $750. State
law could also impose 5 points on the dri-

ver's license for the first offense. Both laws

-allow for the imposition of jail time in addi-

tion to the fines.

A SAFETY INITIATIVE

The school bus law is one component of a
comprehensive approach to address issues
of bus safety for Orangetown school stu-
dents. This initiative was prompied by
concerned parents who have noticed an
increase in the number of drivers who sped
by stopped buses in apparent disregard for,
or ignorance of the law. Town Supervisor
Thom Kleiner, Deputy Supervisor Eliot
Tozer, and School Superintendent Morton
Sherman collaborated with parents to
develop this plan.

Palisades residents have a particular inter-
est in this safety initiative. Our community
contains a number of potentially dangerous
roads, including Oak Tree Road and Route
340 (scenes of two relatively recent car

accidents involving student pedestrians)

and Route 9W. We also provide a direct

commuting link to New York City via the
Palisades Parkway, and to business and
industry along Piermont Road in
Rockieigh.

Other elements of the plan were
announced at the Town Board meeting.
These included a proclamation by Kleiner
declaring September 9 as School Bus
Safety Day; implementation of a bus-safe-
ty poster contest for all Orangetown
Middle School students; renewal of the in-
school safety awareness program con-
ducted by the Orangetown Police
Department using the robotic Buster the
Bus, and ongoing publicity about bus
safety in order to educate the community
about the need for caution and the law on
school buses, and to maintain public visi-
bility about this critical issue. In addition,
at the September 9 meeting, John
Gorcoran, a driver on some school bus
routes in Palisades, was presented with a
Certificate of Appreciation.

Buster the Bus made his debut at the
William O. Schaeffer School on September
11 at assemblies held for second and third
graders. Police Officers James Neeck and
Robert Smith presented the remote con-
trolled bus as a way to engage children in
discussions about bus safety, how to
board and disembark from a bus, behavior
in emergencies, and other safety related
issues. Buster is scheduled to visit other
area schools during this year

Winners of the town-wide poster contest,
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open to all Orangetown Middle
School students, will be announced
during the first week of December. Themes
to illustrate could include “Stop When You
See the Flashing Lights on the Bus,”
“School’s Open - Drive Carefully,” “Be
Aware of the Bus Zone,” “Don’t Pass the
School Bus,” “Slow Down By Bus Stops,”
and “Be Careful When Grossing the
Streets,” although other themes could be
illustrated as well. Posters should be
drawn on 8 by 11 or 12 by 18 inch paper,
using a wide variety of media. The contest
judges include Supervisor Thom Kleiner;
Ned Harris, an award winning graphics
designer with a specialty in children’'s art;
and James Yarmus, Commissioner of
Planning and Transportation for Rockland
County. Winning posters will be displayed
in Town of Orangetown offices and schools.
Combined, the overriding intent of these ini-
tiatives is to raise the consciousness of the
driving public about the potential
danger to children, and of our responsibili-
ties as adults. The new law, and other
efforts should remind everyone in our com-
munity and elsewhere that our children are
precious, and that they deserve to go 10
school and return home safely. It is incum-
bent upon each one of us, as adults, to be

aware of our children and the buses that

carry them, and to drive carefully and safely.
Fllen Chayet Kidd
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THE PALISADES

CENTER MALL

RESIDENTS FEAR IMPACT
OF TRAFFIG ON PALISADES

During the suminer
these green and white
signs began to appear
on lawns in Palisades
and throughout Orange-
town, signaling the
rising opposition to the proposed expansion of the
Palisades Center Mall—irom 1.85 million square feet of
gross leasable area to 3.05 million square feet—almost
double the size now being constructed by Pyramid Cos.
just over Orangetown's border in Clarkstown.

Pyramid states that when the expansion is completed,
Rockland Gounty will have the largest retail mall in the
couniry and the 2nd largest overall mall in the country. It
will contain 21 movie theaters, 20 fast food restaurants, 15
casual dining restaurants, a 2,100-seat amphitheater to be
rented out, a skating rink, and a ferris wheel and Merry-go-
round. The complex will contain 23 elevators and 60 esca-
lators and will provide 12,000 parking spaces; Pyramid
estimates 20,000 cars will visit the mall daily and they
expect special tour buses will travel to and from New York
City, Westchester, and elsewhere.

STOP

MALL
EXPANSION

Board, Rockland County and its agencies, and the New York
State Department of Transportation (DOT), have reviewed
Pyramid’s Impact Study and, finding it flawed, asked for a
new study. The Clarkstown Planning Board will consider
their recommendations as well as the inpug from public
hearings and make a determination after Oct. 7. Town and
County reviews of Pyramid’s study raise the question of
whether the expansion’'s negative effect on Orangetown
and Rockland outweigh the benefits—a question, Town and
County officials say cannot be answered unless there is a
proper impact study conducted by Pyramid and reviewed
by independent experts chosen by the Clarkstown Board.

TOWN OF ORANGETOWN

Traffic Generated by Pyramid’s FExpansion:
Orangetown Supervisor Thom Kleiner, in an interview with
10964, siressed the fact that the traffic study done by
Pyramid was inaccurate. Orangetown's Task Force,
appointed by Supervisor Kleiner, commissioned an inde-
pendent expert, Jeffrey Zultan, whose study shows that
with expansion, total traffic generated by the expansion

Even though the expansion
would be “vertical” and “upward”
(adding two floors to the original
“footprint™), by law Pyramid was
required to submit a new Draft
Supplemental Environmental Impaci
Study to the Clarkstown Planning
Board and the Board was required io

Average weekday
Peak hour - avg. weekday
Peak hour - Saturday

Mr. Zupan, an engineer and transportation consultant, used the Institute of Transportation
[Engineers authoritative source, Trip Generation, published in 1991.

ORANGETOWN STUDY: VEHICLE TRIPS

1.8 million sq.ft. 3.05 million sq. fi. % increase
50,050 74,550 49.0
4,425 6,665 50.6
5,580 7,797 39.7

hold hearings allowing input from the public. Pyramid’s
Draft Impact Study and the public hearings in July and
September were the first step in a process which will end
in a vote by the Clarkstown Planning Board to approve or
disapprove the expansion.

PYRAMID’S IMPACT STUDY CALLED FLAWED/
INCOMPLETE BY TOWN, COUNTY, NY STATE DOT
NEW IMPACT STUDY DEMANDED

At this point in the process, the Orangetown Town

will increase almost 50%—not the 15% claimed in the
Pyramid study.The study (see above chart) shows the num-
ber of Vehicle Trips generated by a mall the size of the
presently approved plan, 1.8 million square feet, and the
number of vehicle trips which would be generated by a mall
at the expanded size of 3.05 million square feet.

Traffic Concerns in Palisades: The primary concern
of Palisades residents is the impaci of substantially
increased traffic in our area along Rte. 303, Rie. 340, Rie.
9W, Palisades Parkway and Oak Tree (cont. on page 13)

| B




RISTINA  BIaGGl, having
passed the test for fourth
degree Black Belt of Tae
Kwon Do, is now entitled to be
called “Sa bum nim” (“Master”) an honor
won by few. On June 24, she underwent the
rare privilege/challenge of the grueling test
before six Korean grandmasters, 15 Black
Belt “assistants"—who are there to attack
with grabs, kicks, punches, chokes and o
hold a lumber yard-full of boards for the
test-taker to strike and break with feet and
hands—and guests. The “test” itself was
composed of the performance of more
than 20 forms and included a creative form
originated by the seeker of the degree.
NoRMAN GALINSKY began teaching class-
es in Tai Chi and Chi Kung at Rockland
Center For The Arts this September suited
for beginner, intermediate and advanced
students. Classes are held on Thursdays
both morning and evening; call the Center
at, 3568-0877 for times and available space.
Palisades potter JANE HEROLD is also
teaching at the Center this fall. Her
advanced Poitery class is held on Wed-
nesdays (7-10pm) and the beginner and
intermediate class on Thursdays (7-10pm).
Call the Center for avaﬂable Space.
ANN WELSH, former Palisades Post-
master, writes she enjoyed working at the
Palisades Post Office for the last 7 years
and thanks everyone who sent her wishes
for a speedy recovery from her car acci-
dent injury. Ann has taken a position clos-
er to her home and is almost completely
recovered.

MORE GRADUATES

Congratulations to recent college gradu-

ates KKATHERINE BERNICK (cum
laude from Golgate University), EMILY
ENGLANDER (Washington University),
LARA GALINSKY (Wesleyan University),
BRIAN LARKIN (Wheaton College) AND to
GABRIEL ESTADELLA who graduated high
school in May from Dwight Englewood.
115111

Kudos to JEssicA ANDREA Ruiz—a June
Tappan Zee High School graduate and
member of the National Honor Society
throughout her high school years—who
has begun a double degree program for a
BA in Music Studies and Music in Clarinet
Performance this fall at the University of
Southern California at Los Angeles. In May
she also graduated from the Manhattan
School of Music Preparatory Division
where she had studied music in an all-day-
Saturday program for four years as a clar-
inet student of Ricardo Morales, the First
Clarinetist of the Metropolitan Opera
Orchestra. Honors given her at graduation
were the Peter Lewis Silver Memorial
Scholarship Award, the Parents’
Association Scholarship Award and, as
winner of a concerto competition, she was
chosen to perform the Carl Maria von
Weber 1st Clarinet Goncerto with the
school orchestra.

A member of the New York Youth

1P

Symphony, Jessica performed in numerous
concerts in Carnegie Hall and Queens
College from 1994 to 1996, and was also a
member of the New York Youth Symphony
Chamber Music Program. Both the
orchestral and chamber music programs
are made up from some 100 young clas-
sical musicians chosen by competitive
auditions who are given tuition-free

professional training.

PALISADES
POST OFFICE NEWS

The new Officer in Charge at the post
office, ANDREW BO0ZZONE, informs us of
the following changes designed to increase
the level of safety and security of commer-
cial airlines which carry U.S. mail, changes
which will benefit the traveling public,
postal employees and postal coniractors.

Effective August 16, all domestic
stamped items and all international
mail weighing 16 ounces or more
must be presented for mailing to a retail
clerk in a post office and should not be
dropped in a street or lobby collection box.
(Letter carriers, however, can accept
domestic stamped mail weighing 16

ounces or more in person from known cus-
fomers, as long as it is accepted at the
customer’s residence or husiness).

All international mail weighing 16 ounces
or more mistakenly deposited in collection
boxes will be returned to the sender. The
only exception to the return policy are one-
pound items destined for delivery within
the local overnight delivery area where
transportation is provided by truck.
Postage on an item improperly deposited
in a collection box may be used when the
item is re-mailed at a post office.
Domestic Express Mail collection proce-
dures are not affected by these changes.”
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IN THE MAIL
From Palisadian Eileen Larkin,
Councilwoman, Town of Orangetown:
‘T am sure all of you know about the
Pyramid Mall's plan to build the 2nd
largest mall in the United States. When I
first read this, I suggested to the

Supervisor that Orangetown investigate
whether or not we will be affected. As a
result the Town sent a memoralizing reso-
lution to the Clarkstown Supervisor asking
for a copy of the latest draft environmen-
tal impact statement. The most significant
part of this statement was the traffic study.
It did not include all of Route 303, and
what impact, if any, traffic from the mall
would have on other of our roads such as
Western Highway, Rte. 340, etc. We are
now part of this project and any future
studies will include our roads.

For most of the summer I have been watch-

ing the destruction of our majestic
Palisades Parkway in the name of safety.
The State Department of Transportation is
responsible for maintenance, while the
Palisades Parkway Commission, under the
directorship of Mr Binnewies, oversees
projects because it owns the property. I
have asked for a public meeting to discuss
this project as it affects our portion in
Rockland and I feel we will nio longer travel
a beautifully treed parkway, but one that is
going to look more like the Long Island
Expressway. The vast difference in the
Parkway in Rockland is that homes back on
to it. When the trees are removed for 8 or
10 feet of blacktop and another 4 feet of
blackiop, homes will be exposed to more
noise which will dramatically affect health
and real estaie values. The entire stretch of
the Parkway will be blacktop. There have
been more accidents on the New Jersey
portion since these changes have occurred.

I encourage you to come to this meeting
when it is scheduled and express your con-
cerns. As someone whose property backs on
to the Parkway, I know full well the increased
noise level coming from the increased vol-
ume of traffic. There has never been a noise
decible test done on the Parkway. Of course,
rumor has it that this new 8 foot wide break-
down lane is really a prelude to a 3rd lane on
the Parkway to accommodate the traffic to
the Palisades Mall.

111111
The Town Board passed legislation which
now allows homeowners to put a satellite
dish up to 1 meter on their homes without
getting a permit and commercial estab-
lishments can install dishes up to 3 meters
with certain restrictions.

dEdssde
Please come to our Town Board Meetings.
With the exception of holidays, we meet
every Monday at 7:30.”

KATHERINE WINSHIP FLANZ

ten year resident of Palisades, Katherine Flanz, 48, died at her home on Washington Spring Road on May 31 after a long illness.
Following her attendance at Vassar College, Katherine received a B.A. from New York University and a Master of Social Work

from Fordham University, and consequently served as a Child Care Worker at the Boston Center for Blind Children, a Social Case
Worker, a Program Specialist for Children and Family Services at the Westchester County Department of Social Services, and as
Director of the Yonkers Center of Planned Parenthood. In 1986, she enrolled in the Ph.D. program at the School of Social Work at
Columbia University where she taught a course in social policy. Her concerns extended to a keen interest in nature and she maintained
memberships in the Sierra Club and the Audubon Society.

She is survived by her husband Lynn R. Sykes, Higgins Professor of Geological Sciences at Columbia University, parents Dr. Gisbert and
Beth Winship Flanz of Hastings-on-Hudson, NY, brothers William of Hong Kong and Richard of Oneonta, NY, and a sister Elizabeth E
Macaulay of Franklin, MA. At a memorial service on June 5, her family asked that donations be made in her memory to either United
Hospice of Rockland County, Planned Parenthood of Westchester and Rockland, or Grace Episcopal Ghurch.

JOAN BRACKEN

n June 17, Joan Bracken, a 20 year resident of Palisades, died at Nyack Hosital at age 60. A former director of utilization review

and medical staff coordinator at Rockland Psychiatric Genter in Orangeburg, she had retired in November 1994.
Born in Canada, Joan was valedictorian at Lorraine School of Nursing in Pembroke and graduated magna cum laude with a bache-
Ior’s degree in psychology from St. Thomas Aquinas Gollege in Sparkill. Her master’s degree in public health administration, also
magna cum laude, was received from Pace University in White Plains. She was founder of the Nurses Action Group at Rockland
Psychiatric Center, a former board member of the Palisades Library, and an artist and author. Her studies have been published in the
Journal of Psychiatry.

She is survived by her husband Donagh J. Bracken, and two sons, Charles and Donald, both of White Plains; a brother: Terrence
O'Neill of Pembroke; a sister, Patricia O’Neill of Pembroke; and a brother, Ronald O'Neill of St. Catherine’s, Ontario. The family asked
that memorial donations be sent to Roéklaud Family Shelter, 300 N. Main St., Spring Valley.




The Board of Trusiees would like 1o extend its sincere thanks

to the community for its patience and support dur-
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ing the entire renovation project.
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FALL EVENT

The Library will hold a Fall Festival on Sunday,

October 20th from 1 to 4 pm. In addition to the
usual bulbs, there will be a thrift sale (donations of

fall/winter clothing in good condition can be coor-

dinated by calling the library at 3590136), baked

n Saturday, June 15, the community of Palisades
celebrated the renovation of its beloved library as
well as the people who contributed the half million

dollars and countless hours of volunteerism necessary
to make the expansion a reality. The afternoon ceremony
included speeches by noted children’'s author Betty Miles,
County Executive Scott Vanderhoef, and Supervisor Thom
Kleiner. Former Board President Dan Martin, an invaluable
part of the planning stage, opened the program with an
overview of the construction project. Current President
Larry Bucciarelli, the driving force during the construciion
phase, was unable to speak due to the untimely passing of
his father. Bob Williams, Treasurer, provided the crowd with
a history of the fundraising efforts and praised architect
Michael Esmay for his expertise in preserving the character
of the library. The ceremony culminated with Dorothy Davis’

dedication of the Norman Family Children’s Room.

goods, cider and pumpkins for sale. Special activities for

kids will include pumpkin painting and hayrides.

PRESCHOOL STORY HOURS

On Wednesday, September 11, Palisades Free Library will
welcome children ages three to five for Story Time.
Beginning at 1:30, the program will continue for approxi-
mately 1/2 hour and will feature stories told in many ways:
through books, flannel board, puppets, songs and finger play.
Let the library know if you are planning to attend. Telephone
359-0136.

CRAFTS PROGRAMS FOR
OLDER CHILDREN

Palisades Free Library will be offering afier-school craft pro-
grams for school-aged children this fall. If your children
would like 1o participate, please call the library at 359-0136.

Sign-ups are a must.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23 - AGES 7 AND UP

Just in time for United Nations Day (October 24th)! Children
may make one or more flag pins to wear on a jacket, cap, or
shirt. This activity asks for some finger facility and the

results are worth the effort.
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