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vergreen decorations,
, __4 displayed in mid-
£ wintet when the
LJ days gradually
begin to lengthen, has
symbolized the triumph
of light over datkness
since ancient times. The
Romans cut laurel and
other evergreens for deco-
ration during Saturnalia, a
winter festival in honor of
the god of agriculture. In
pagan northern Europe, mistletoe
was sacred and evergreens were hon-
ored as symbols of eternal life.
During the Middle Ages, an ever-
green tree hung with red apples, the
Paradise tree, denoted the Garden of
Eden in German mystety plays,
Later, the custom evolved of deco-
rating fir trees with colored papet,
fruit, and candies around the time of
the winter solstice.

By the beginning of the nine-
teenth century, the tradition of the
decorated evergreen tree had spread
widely. It was introduced into England
by Albert, consort of Queen Victoria,
and was brought to the United
States by early German settlers, In
1851, two ox-sleds loaded with trees
k3 from the Catskills were hauled by

::" "~»\one Matk Catr to New York City -
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the country. (Though invariably
own as Christmas trees,
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the first retail Christmas tree lot in
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N ATURAL DEC@RATI[@NS ;
FOR THE H@MDAYS

CUT TREES
Formerly, most ever-
green trees were cut
for the holidays out
in the woods - and
some families were
lucky enough to cut
their trees in their
own wood lots.
These wild trees
tended to be
somewhat scrawny or
lop-sided. Today, almost
all trees are grown on
plantations, though it is
still possible to find an
old-type ‘Charlie Brown
tree’ here and there.
Plantation-grown
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- these midwinter evergteens have as
much connection with the religious
festival as do Frosty or Rudolph.)
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trees take up to fifteen
years to reach 6 feet, the
average height at sale.
They are root-pruned, so
that they don’t grow too !
wide, and are sheared
twice a year, for symme-
try. (All this individual
attention is reflected in
the price.)
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CARING FOR
YOUR TREE
Keep it outside, out of the
wind, until you are-ready to deco-
rate. Before you bring it indoors,
make a new cut straight across the
5 trunk, just above the original cut.
', Put the tree in a tree stand filled
with water.
Keep the stand filled. Trees
-drink mightily - as much as a
. gallon of water in the first 24
% hours, one or more quarts a
day after that. (Water keeps
the needles from drying out
* and dropping off, helps the
boughs stay stiff, and keeps the
tree fragrant.)
_ If the water level falls below
" the stump, a seal of dried sap
will form in just a few hours pre-
venting the tree from absorbing
water when the stand is refilled.
" If this happens, the solution -
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NATURAL DECORATIONS

(continued from page 1)
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% THE MOST POPULAR TREES
FOR THE HOLIDAYS ARE:

tion of juniper or cedar; they
will last for weeks outdoors in

a drastic one - is to remove all the  £3
ornaments, take the tree out of its |}

e

E' stand, make a new cut and start g temperatures 10 to 60 degrees E
i';fj again, Needle-bearing evergreens tend
£ E to dry out and drop indoors;

= LIVING TREES & there, ropes of boxwood or

princess pine (which is not a pine
but a moss-like perennial) are
better choices. Boxwood roping
benefits from occasional spritzes
of water.

Wreaths large and small,

indoors and out, add another

Some families purchase a living tree,
rather than a cut one, and plant it out-  ¥3
side after the holidays. The roots of the § -::
tree are held in a ball of earth, which A
may be wrapped in butlap or setin a
biodegradable container. In our area,
the species that have the best chance of

Symmetrical, excellent
needle-retention, very fragrant
W ,.)&éu
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blueberry juniper, boxwood or
holly. If you want to fashion your
own holiday wreath, buy a plain
balsam one from the garden shop
and tuck in sprigs of more unusual
evergreens: variegated holly, box
or ivy; silvery Chinese juniper;
bush ivy with its blue-green
berries. Natural materials that can
be used for accents on wreaths
include pine cones of all sizes,
nuts and acorns, wild rose hips,
seed pods (catalpa, pawlonia),
lavender sprigs, dried fruit.

Not all green wreaths are
based on sturdy needle-bearing
evergreens. For indoots — or a

sheltered place. Never expose it to
&3 freezing temperatures.
A ¥& Choose the place where you will
plant your tree and dig a hole before
| the ground freezes.
3 18 When you bring the tree indoors,
¥ keep the root ball or the soil in the
container damp, but not drenched.
{Z] You might wrap the root ball in plastic
3l  to prevent it drying out.
5| 328 When it’s time to plant, leave the
| burlap in place but remove any plastic
wrapping. A tree in a biodegradable
container can be planted as is. %
272 Plant the tree with
the top of the root |
ball level with the {:

.

survival outside after the holidays are 13 =, dimension to holiday decorations.
Norway 'Spruce and White Pine. g BALSAM FIR Balsam, de.nse and dark, is a pop
¥73 Until you are ready to decorate &) . ular material for wreaths, often
' . {4 Thick, full boughs, dark green . ..
the tree, store it in an unheated but & with the addition of blue spruce,
3 color, fragrant
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L3 SCOTCH PINE
Sturdy, with bluish-green
sharp needles
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WHITE PINE

Long needles with a silvery sheen
i
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ground and E m protected outdoor location —
backill 2 4 bandsome West-coast native, i YOUmight choose a wreath of
earth now grown increasingly in ’ 4 evergreen magnolia, eucalyptus,
around = the East 1 rhododendron, or the delicate-
itMuch § 7 ) |l sceming but long-lasting
heavily. AR A SN NS Jem on -leaf,
Stake the tree Swags are simply groups of
to prevent evergreen boughs gracefully tied
the wind ROPES, WREATHS, SWAGS together. They can take the place
tipping it over.  Ropes of evergreens looped over win- of wreaths in many situations.
Hitisadry dows and doors, twisted around porch ~ Use a variety of branches pruned
winter, water railings or spiraling up staircase balus- in your own yard.

 the tree moder- ters have a boldly festive look. They are
ately every couple usually made of balsam, hemlock, or
f of weeks. white pine, sometimes with the addi-

Caroline Tapley




alisades remembered one veteran in
a special way last month. Jonathan
Lawrence Jr., the only
Revolutionary War veteran
buried in the Palisades
Cemetery, lived in the Big House, which
still stands, and died in 1802. He enlisted
in the Continental army in 1777, when he
. was only 17. Three years later, he was
f Captain of the local militia, providing
important information about enemy troops
to George Washington. His sandstone tomb-
stone was recently cleaned and stabilized by
P.L.O.T., the organization that has been main-
taining the cemetery grounds.

When he was buried, the land was the
Lawrence family burying-ground, but later became
a cemetery for the whole
community. At the reded-
ication ceremony for
Lawrence’s tombstone,
held on Sunday,
November 8, Lee Sneden
spoke on behalf of PL.O.T.,
(P.O. Box 1, Palisades) ask-
ing for support for the work
of the organization to pre-
serve this historic graveyard.
Mitchell Warner, a Palisades
resident and a direct descendent of Jonathan
Lawrence, also spoke. He told how he had learned
about the Lawrence connec-
tion from an aunt and had
been given more information
by Alice Haagensen. His
house is actually located
within the 520 acre farm
owned by his ancestor.

Jacqueline Drechsler and
Simon Gerard played 18th
century duets to accompany
the ceremony. Orangetown
Historian Mary Cardenas,
and Tappan residents Geri

Photograph © 1998 Melvin Eckbaous

REVOLUTIONARY WAR VETERAN
REMEMBERED

Macauley and Keith Walker came in 18th century
costume. The event was well attended, with
about 70 spectators and participants at the cer-
emony, many of them from other communities.
After the cere-
mony, everyone was
invited to the
Palisades Library for
refreshments and for
exhibits on six
important Palisadians
of the past: Molly
Sneden, Jonathan
Lawrence Jt., Nicholas i S
Gesner, Wmthrop Photographs by Paul Melone
Gilman, Mary Tonetti, and Mildred Rippey.
The exhibits were prepared by members of the
Palisades Historic Committee.
Books on Palisades history were also for sale,
including In a Simpler Time,
the new publication of the
Palisades Historic
Committee. It can be
bought at the Library or from
Alice Gerard, (359-4338) for
$15.00 plus tax. The book is
a collection of memoirs by
people who lived in the Palisades
area between the Civil War and World War I. The
first memoir, by Anna Gilman Hill, describes many of
the old houses on the road to the river; houses of many
early residents still exist and
are well-cared for by their
present owners. In another
memoir, Mildred Rippey
gives a charming picture of
Palisades at the turn of the
century. The book is illus-
trated with many old pho-
tographs of the houses and
of the community, and would
make a good holiday present
for people with ties to g
Palisades. £
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lautist Jacqueline Drechsler

will be performing as soloist in
a Mozart Concerto with the
Rockland Symphony orchestra for
the Annual Mozart Birthday
Concert on January 24. The con-
cert will be held at the Rockland
Community College Cultural
Center Auditorium on College
Road in Suffern and begins at 7:30
p-m. For information and tickets
call Jackie at 359-3112 or the
College at 942-2574.

n Oct. 10, Abigail Lattes and

Christopher Hartlove were
married in Baltimore, MD in a cer-
emony attended by many
Palisadians including Laura
Ratcliffe Kitselman, Abigail’s child-
hood friend from Closter Road
now living near Baltimore. Abigail
is the Director of Public Relations
at Rowland Park Country Day
School in Baltimore and
Christopher works as a profession-
al photographer. Abby and Chris
took their wedding trip to
Botswana to visit the village where
Abby had served in the Peace Corps.

melia Kidd and Allie

Rosenwasser will perform in
the full-length production of the
ballet classic, The Nutcracker, pro-
duced by the Rockland Youth
Dance Ensemble (RYDE) in
December. Performances are
Friday, Dec. 11 at 7 p.m.; Saturday,
Dec. 12 at 3 and 7 p.m.; and
Sunday, Dec. 13 at 1 and 4 p.m. -~
at Rockland Community College
Cultural Arts Theatre in Suffern.
For information or tickets ($15)
call 914-624-RYDE.

ak Tree Play Group (located
in the Palisades School for 25

years) continues to offer a pre-

school program Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., which
combines learning and creative
play in a relaxed and supportive
atmosphere. $40 registration fee
and hourly rate of $4 per hour.
Call 359-6472.

n November 20, at the annual

meeting of the Tappantown
Historical Society, Alice Gerard of
Palisades was given an achievement
award for her children’s history
book, Adventures from the Past.

ylvia March will be holding her

annual holiday pottery sale on
Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 5 & 6,
and Dec. 12 & 13, from 1:00 pm to
6:00 pm at her house at 224 Route
9W. Also for sale will be silk
scarves by Marianne Vonder Heide
and Clay Animals by Shannon
Fitzgerald. For those who cannot
make it during those hours, please
call Sylvia at 359-3767 for an
appointment.

he Palisades Soccer Club, first

established as an informal
group in the mid 1970s, now plays
as a team in the Liga Hispana
International de Futbol de
Rockland. On Sunday, Nov. 8, the
Palisades Soccer Club won the
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annual league championship by
defeating another team, Veracruz,
with a score of five to one. During
the season the team has had twenty
wins, three ties, and two losses.
Team members include Palisades
resident Tony Gerard and former
residents Kevin McNichol and
Neville Clynes. Three other mem-
bers of the team, Ahmed Bello,
Muhammed Nuru, and Haruna
Ibraham, work at Palisades Gardens.

AND DON’T MsS . . .

. .. paying a visit to Henry Ottley,
Larry Bucciarelli, and Marua
Martin’s newly opened restaurant,
MAURA’S ON MAIN, located at 82
Main St. in Nyack (348-1921).

. . . hearing David Shire perform
(with Loni Ackerman) an evening of
theatrical music at the Helen Hayes
Theater in Nyack on January 16.

. . . getting involved in the Goods &
Services Auction to benefit the
Palisades Library. Contact Henry
Ottley at 365-1520 or Lynn
Sandhaus at 359-7212 to contribute
or volunteer.

BUS STOP SHELTER UPDATE:

The latest news about the proposed
construction of two new bus stop
shelters on Route. 9W at Oak Tree
Rd. comes from Supervisor Thom
Kleiner who reports that Palisades
architect Joe Tonetti has been given
the go-ahead to submit drawings to
the Town Building and Planning
Department for approval. It is
hoped that the difficulties in dealing
with County, State, and Town agen-
cles is now past and that the shelters
will appear “before the snow really
flies.” (Thanks go to Reg Thayer,
who has diligently monitored this
project over many months.)







