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PALISADES RESISTS
PIPELINE DOUBLE-CROSS

[{t a meeting of the Palisades
\ Civic Association and the
% 3 Palisades Community Center on
—obe=d January 28, 2003, an overflow
crowd of more than 100 people filled the Old
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Millennium Pipeline Company describe
their project and how it might affect parts of
Rockland County. This extraordinary roposnd
turnout was triggered by recent news that Millenium Pig
changes in the plans for this project have d
raised the prospect of construction of a twen-
ty-four-inch diameter pipeline through
Palisades across the south end of Tallman
Park. It would cross the Hudson alongside
the older Tennessee Gas pipeline.

Using computer-generated maps and photo-
graphs, two Millennium representatives
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existing pipelines and installed certain new
sections of twenty-four-inch diameter pipe

Millennium Pipeline Project

along existing utility corridors, terminating at the Bowline Energy Facility on the Hudson River at Haverstraw. From
here, the initial plan called for a river bed crossing to the Croton area and then southward construction twenty-six
miles through Westchester County to White Plains. The accompanying map shows a prominent dark line across cen-
tral Rockland County representing the completed pipeline terminating near the Hudson shore. Initially, nine com-
panies which supply natural gas made agreements to use the completed 425-mile pipeline, capable of delivering 700
million cubic feet of gas daily from Ontario to Mount Vernon. The cost for the construction of the pipeline was esti-
mated at $700 million. Columbia Gas Transmission, the developer and eventual operator of the line, holds the largest
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Pipeline Double-Cross

Continued from First Page
financial interest in the project.

Many Federal and State agencies are required to review
and approve pipeline projects. Until October last year
the Millennium plans had apparently satisfied all appli-
cable requirements: those of the Federal Regulatory
Commission (FERC), the New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the
United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA), which included certification for all water
body crossings including the Hudson River. Then on
October 16, 2002 an obscure state agency, the New York
Department of State (NYDOS), filed a legal brief with
the U. S. Department of Commerce claiming that the
pipeline crossing at Haverstraw Bay was in violation of
the Coastal Zone Management act of 1972. Their brief
asserts that the construction would damage the delicate
ecology of Haverstraw Bay and that there are other rea-
sonable alternatives to this crossing.

The map shows three proposed alternate crossings: at
Hook Mountain in Upper Nyack, Piermont Marsh and
Tomkins Cove. Although the comparative environmen-
tal impact of construction at the three alternative river
crossings has yet to be determined, the Millennium
Pipeline Company has appealed the NYDOS decision.
They assert that they already have the requisite regula-
tory approvals and argue that the alternate crossings
would have strong negative impact on the environment
and residents of Rockland County. A glance at the adja-
cent map shows eight proposed pipeline routes (color
coded on the original map) through Rockland County
where new pipeline construction could be located, lead-
ing to any one of the three alternate crossing locations.
Depending on the crossing location and the construction
route selected, somewhere between eight to twenty-five
miles of new pipeline would have to be constructed in
Rockland County. Unavoidably, some of these would
pass by schools, neighborhoods, public water wells and
at least two major highways.

A report by Millennium Company engineers indicates
that the proposed crossing at Palisades is the least feasi-
ble of the three alternatives and would create the most
serious impacts including the following:

* Permanent clearing and grading along ten miles of
Palisades Interstate Parkway thus removing the wood-
land buffer which screens adjacent residences.

» Construction on private property at ten bridge and
ramp areas.

* Permanent tree removal and construction within
Tallman Park and Piermont Marsh.

* Construction in the Piermont Marsh, the largest wet-
land complex on the Hudson River.

* Construction would impact nine municipalities in
Rockland County not previously affected by the proj-
ect.

Palisadians who remember the harm done to Tallman
Park and the Piermont Marsh several decades ago by
the construction of the Tennessee Gas pipeline are con-
vinced that the proposed route through this hamlet is
the worst possible alternative. Not only does it entail
constructing the greatest length of new pipe but would
deface the park, blast and scar the magnificent cliffs of
the Palisades and damage the ancient (six thousand
year-old) Piermont Marsh, the largest brackish wetland
in the Hudson River. The marsh today provides habitat
for diverse floral and faunal communities that con-
tribute to the productivity of the Hudson Estuary.

This precious natural treasure (one of four sites desig-
nated for scientific research only) is a haven for water-
fowl and rare species such as bald eagles, peregrine fal-
cons and diamondback terrapins. The Piermont Marsh
may well be the most distinguished site of its kind in
the nation: it has been designated a Significant Coastal
Fish and Wildlife Habitat (the same designation as
Haverstraw Bay); it was named part of the Tappan Zee
Scenic District by the State of New York Department of
Environmental Conservation in 1988; and is also under
the protection of the Hudson River National Estuarine
Research Reserve (HRNERR).

The Millennium speakers showed various features of
proposed alternative routes with computer-generated
pictures illustrating many of the construction difficul-
ties that would arise if the new river crossings were
mandated. At the conclusion of their presentation

‘Eileen Larkin, who organized this meeting and served

as its moderator, opened the meeting for comments and
questions from the audience. :

Anyone who has followed the several years of news on
this well-covered project knows that opposition among
citizen groups and county executives has been steadily
growing in Rockland and even more so Westchester.

Continued on Page 3
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ILLEGAL DUMPING ON 9W

During the months of December and January, tons of
rubble have been surreptitiously dumped at Kennell’s
gas station on Route 9W. Backing right by the "No
Trespassing” sign, at least three excavating companies
have come, sometimes in the early morning hours, to
dump tons and tons of dirt, stone, debris and who knows
what else, alongside, behind and around the historic gas
station. The mounds now reach 9W and are at least an
eyesore and at most a potentially dangerous threat to the
community.

Luckily neighbors observed the dumping and were able
to get license plates from three of the dump trucks. Two
of the dumpers are out of state and one is local. The
local dumper, Winter Brothers, from Blauvelt, when
confronted, said he had heard it was ok to dump here.
Heard from whom, we wanted to know. His response
was "The guys." Who is spreading this word and why?
The case is now in the hands of Orangetown police. If
any one sees any dumping please immediately call the
police at 359-3700.

The gas station has a long history in our hamlet.
Palisades historian Alice Gerard wrote in her article,

Pipeline Double-Cross

Continued from page 2

Scott Vanderhoef, the Rockland Legislature and govern-
ing bodies of fifteen towns and villages in the county
have written federal officials opposing the alternate
routes. Legislator Ellen Jaffee has called the pipeline
route alternatives "...a bad idea." Assemblyman Ryan
Karben who attended the meeting released a statement
calling proposals to re-route the pipeline "...ill advised
and environmentally unsound.”" Westchester’s County
executive, Andrew Spano, has been one of the most out-
spoken opponents of the Millennium Pipeline. His opin-
ion on this project is summed up in this statement, "I am
convinced that the Millennium Pipeline is unnecessary
and an unacceptable threat to our environment and qual-
ity of life." One articulate Westchester resident com-
plained that the Millennium people were trying to create
dissension between Rockland and Westchester. He fol-
lowed with a list of hazards that would result if the
pipeline followed the current plan in his county, includ-
ing endangerment of the Bryn Mawr Siphon, which
delivers forty percent of New York City’s water, and the
risk of contamination of the Croton-on-Hudson

The old Palisades Gas Station on 9W

"Palisades in the 20th Century," for Linda
Zimmerman's book Rockland County in the 20th
Century, that between 1920 and 1945 things in
Palisades "began to change. Water and electricity came
to Palisades in 1920. Route 9-W was put through in the
late 1920s. The first cars and telephone had appeared
around 1910, but they were so rare that in 1929, when
Henry Kennell started a gas station on 9-W, there were
only four cars in town. Kennell’s gas station survived
for nearly 60 years."

Continued on Page 11

Wellfields, the sole source of drinking water for that
village. Another Westchester speaker emphasized that it
would be best if the Millennium Pipeline would termi-
nate at Bowline, remarking that there are ten other pro-
posed natural gas delivery projects that could serve the
downstate region with much less potential danger. The
so called "Bowline Solution" would terminate the
pipeline at that facility while increasing its kilowatt
output with the use of clean-burning natural gas. This
would avoid many objections to the current
Millennium plan while giving the region added power
to make up for the closing of Indian Point if that should
OCCUr.

The decision of the Commerce Department on the
state’s ruling regarding the river crossing is not expect-
ed until the summer at the earliest. Allan Beers,
Rockland’s Coordinator of Environmental Resources,
said it could take more than a year. Whatever the ruling,
continuing opposition, especially from Westchester,
could delay the project indefinitely. Opponents of the
pipeline on both sides of the river are hoping that the
project, already years behind schedule, will settle for
the "Bowline Solution” or just go away.

by Sam Gerard




CHILDREN’S SHAKESPEARE THEATRE

Brian Conklin as Romeo, Natalie Korman as Juliet

ROMEOQO & JULIET
Ancient Grudge Makes Modern Mutiny

The choice of Romeo & Juliet as the Children’s
Shakespeare Theatre’s fifth production this past
January was a bold one. The play has been so popular
for so long that there is little surprise or tension left to
it. Much of the poetry verges on cliché — starry eyes and
fatal kisses. The scenes on the balcony and in the fam-
ily vault are terminally hackneyed. What’s more, the
play is very wordy, with stretches of verbal acrobatics
and prolonged passages of comic repartee, sometimes
obscure ("Do you bite your thumb at us, sir?" etc., etc.).
There are brawls, a party, a couple of duels and no
fewer than five on-stage deaths. All this needs great
discipline from a large cast, as well as assured chore-
ography. But CST meets the challenges and offers a
presentation that is fresh and immediate.

Much of the immediacy has to be due to the lead actors
being so close in age to the characters they represent.
Juliet, as we are told many times, is not yet fourteen;
Romeo is certainly not twenty. For Natalie Korman
(12) and Nate Aurell (14), Caroline Iosso (12) and
Brian Concklin (14), this is first love, heady and
impetuous. They own the poetry. It sings. The other
victims of the "ancient grudge" — Mercutio (Chad
Milando), Tybalt (Savannah Green), Paris (Harris
Tucker) are the lovers’ contemporaries, played by the
actors’ contemporaries. Their futile deaths are wrench-
ing.

For all the tears, there are plenty of laughs in Romeo &
Juliet and this production makes the very best of them.

Mercutio, played with flair and fluency by Chad
Milando, punctuates his outrageous fantasies with
bawdy puns. The reverend friar (Simon Howe) comes
out with some wicked puns of his own; his, "Holy sh..
Saint Francis,” brings down the house. And Juliet’s
Nurse, with her affectionate teasing, her aches and
pains and breathlessness, is a peerless comic character.
As played by Courtney Kelly, she steals scene after
scene. Her outspoken servant, Peter (Mary Polk-
Bauman), is a good match for his employer.

The noble Montagues (Dylan Keegan, Sophia
Signorelli) are dressed in red, the Capulets (Chloe
Cannon, Elizabeth Umbrino) in blue. Their servants’
liveries — slouched caps, slashed sleeves — continue
the scheme. The simple and effective backcloth
repeats the colors and adds purple, their combination,
the color of the Prince (Anthony Cally) and his family
or neutral parties.

A particular pleasure of a CST production is, "Who’s
Who in the Cast." Here we learn about the players’ off-
stage activities, their likes and loves. Most of them
love Shakespeare and the roles they have played in the
past. Many of them would like to see more theater in
their future. Enthusiasm for CST shines through. CST
has become part of the tempo of life in Palisades and
environs. Weeks of work by dozens and dozens of
children and at least a dozen adults — rehearsing,
studying, designing and constructing costumes, paint-
ing sets and backdrops, planning lighting and

Continued on Page 5




SCHOOL NEWS

South Orangetown Central School News

SOCSD Master Plan Update

Since October, SOCSD has been in the process of
developing a Master Plan to address the short and long-
term impact of our increasing student enrollment on our
educational spaces, building renovations, infrastructure
needs and athletic facilities. In less than ten years, dis-
trict-wide we will have an increase of approximately
600 students.

At our December Board meetings, preliminary architec-
tural plans and cost estimates were presented. These
extensive and comprehensive plans were designed
based on feedback from the Master Planning Advisory
Committee, Athletic Facilities Committee, administra-
tion, staff, parents and community including architec-
tural recommendations on how to bring our buildings up
to state educational standards. This preliminary estimate
represented the input from all above groups.

In January, after this estimated cost was reviewed, the
Board publicly announced that they would not present a
Bond Referendum of this scope and cost to the public.
As we continue the Master Plan process, we are cur-
rently refining and modifying the plans so that they will
reflect the absolute priorities needed to address our
enrollment challenges.

The original plan was to present a Bond Referendum to
support the Master Plan to the public in March 2003. In
early January, we also learned of the extensive manda-
tory environmental assessments that are necessary for
our construction. These assessments will take four to
six months to complete. These assessments, coupled
with the many major and difficult Master Plan decisions
that we have to make, have made it necessary for us to
move the Bond Referendum until October or November
2003.

We have identified the key decision points that we need
to make decisions on in order to move forward:
Whether to make changes to our current Extended Day
Kindergarten Program. Since October, the District has
been in the process of gathering educational research
and public comment on the topic of Full Day
Kindergarten.

Renovations to the South Orangetown Middle School
and athletic facilities. This also includes the re-location
of Central Office to create more educational space.

Renovations to the Tappan Zee High School and athlet-
ic facilities. Full space utilization and renovations are
needed to create the necessary educational space.

We encourage your involvement and input!

Visit our Website at www.socsd.org

Tune into the South Orangetown School NEWS on
Channel 77, Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 p.m.

E-mail us your suggestions and comments at
Masterplan@socsd.org

Events and meetings:

Board of Education meetings:

SOCES PTA - March 27 at 7:30 p.m. TZE

Theater:

SOMS Spring Musical "The Wiz": March 21 and 22 at
8:00 p.m. and March 23 at 2:00 p.m.

TZHS Spring Musical, "Two Gentlemen of Verona™:
March 28 and 29 at 8:00 p.m. and March 30 at 2:00 p.m.

Xireme Fun at Tad & Amy Hyde’s Ice Rink.

Children’s Shakespeare Theatre

Continued from Page 4

music — culminate in a few brief shining nights. There
is a short pause and they begin the process again.
Twelfth Night, scheduled for May 2 at the Rockland
Center for the Arts and May 9, 10, 16, 17 and 18 at
Palisades Presbyterian Church is next on the calendar.
We can’t wait!

by Caroline Tapley
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

UPDATE ON INDIAN POINT

The playing field has drastically changed since the last
update and since the Witt report came out. This report
was commissioned by Pataki shortly before last year’s
election. The report cost over $800,000 and many peo-
ple expected Witt to stand by the evacuation plan.
However, Mr. Witt and his associate, Mr. Williams,
carefully studied all the facts, heard testimony from
both sides and came up with the conclusion that the
radiological evacuation plans for the four counties sur-
rounding the plant does not work.

Witt, Williams and their wives came to a public tele-
vised hearing at the Ramapo Town Hall where they
heard true accounts as to why the evacuation plan is
unworkable. For instance, they heard about the police
officers on the Fourth of July getting run over by peo-
ple leaving the fireworks at RCC and about when a call
was made to the terrorist hotline about a plane hovering
over Indian Point was answered with, "What’s Indian
Point and where is it?"

Most importantly, the Witt report concludes that the
parameters of the evacuation plan and drills regulating
the NRC and FEMA need to be revised and adequately
implemented to be workable in a post-9/11 world.
Currently, the only requirements under NRC regula-
tions regarding sabotage are the guards’ ability to repel
four-wheel-drive vehicles and handheld weapons.
Congressman Nita Lowey writes, "An internal report
by Entergy Corporation, the plant's owner, showed that
81% of the guard force believed that they could not
adequately defend the plant against a terrorist attack.”

Senators Clinton and Schumer are calling for federal-
ized security for this nation’s nuclear facilities.
However, neither has called for closure. National secu-
rity costs would be paid by taxpayers and be an addi-
tional subsidy to the private profiteering plant owners.

As I write this article we are on ORANGE Terrorist
Alert and we are at the brink of war. There has been
renewed chatter by terrorist groups that both nuclear
plants and New York City are targets.

The good news is that the Coast Guard has been sta-
tioned at Indian Point now that the country is on high
alert. Last week SEMO (State Emergency
Management Office) and FEMA (Federal Emergency

Management Agency) played hot potato. Neither one
wants the responsibility of certifying or not certifying
the evacuation plan. By the time you read this,
FEMA may have denied certification or certified the
plan despite state and local authorities refusing to cer-
tify it. FEMA may be suing despite state and local
authorities refusing to certify it or FEMA may be
suing SEMO.

If FEMA doesn’t certify, then Entergy has 120 days to
try to fix the plan. Entergy would need to build new
highways and bridges, buy dozens of new school
buses and hire bus drivers, update outdated communi-
cations and technologies, equip and train first respon-
ders, do in-depth public education and training and
vastly expand the responsive capacity of regional
medical centers and reception centers within this 120
day period.

On February 12, Congressman Elliot Engel held a
summit conference with the chairman of the NRC,
Nita Lowey, Sue Kelly, Maurice Hinchey, the four
county executives (Vanderhoef, Spano, Bondi and
Diana) and Governor Pataki. Engel’s office has also
invited the NRC to this region for a public hearing in
the near future.

What needs to be done now is for everyone who cares
about this issue to write and call FEMA and the NRC
not to certify an unworkable and an unfixable evacua-
tion plan immediately.

by Susan Shapiro

FEMA: Acting Regional Director
Joe Picciano
26 Federal Plaza, N.Y., N.Y. 10278
212-680-3611
joepicciano @fema.gov

Chairman Joe M. Albaugh
500 C Street
SW Washington, D.C. 20472
202-566-1600
joealbuagh@fema.gov

NRC: Chairman Richard Meserve
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555
301-415- 1759
opa@nrc.gov
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XTREME TRAINING GROUND

There is a new tenant in the commercial space vacated
by the late Rispoli’s Hardware store. It’s hard to miss the
bright red Marine Corps flag draped in the window. Park
in back! commands another sign. The next window over
beckons customers with painted-on phrases describing
what kind of an experience awaits you —"teeth grind-
ing" "gut wrenching" "muscle crunching"—whoa, is
Disneyland’s Space Mountain lurking in the mysterious
black space behind? Several Palisadians are regulars,
including Skip Panettiere, Holly Seeger, and Grace
Ryan, so 10964 visited the Wednesday 9:00 a.m. leg
workout class in early February for an extreme work-
out—sjust how bad could it be, if people are paying to go
and the place is still in business?

Owner Tom Jimenez welcomes walk-ins and so we
walked right in early enough to chat about his workout
philosophy. Mr. Jimenez quickly clarified that he is not
an ex-Marine, he’s still and will always be a Marine. He
is short and extremely well-muscled and his brusque
manner owes a lot to his military training. Nevertheless,
he smiles quickly and projects a sincere desire to bring
the benefits of strength and discipline to all the miscel-
laneous civilians who might wander in through his
doors. In fact, everything about the program is based on
boot camp. "Life is like a war, and you gotta be pre-
pared," he stated earnestly. "You gotta strip out the
weakness and replace that with strength.”

While I’ ve never seen a boot camp, it struck me that the
class aesthetics owe more to the Limelight than to
Camp Lejeune. All surfaces are painted black, and a
very high-quality sound system takes pride of place in
front of the class workout area. The music is Xtremely
loud during the class, which is high energy right from
the first minute to the last, a sweaty hour and ten min-
utes later.

The crowded class is tough and most of the participants
are trim and in good shape already. They dress well and
look good. There are a lot of Mercedes and high-end
SUV’s out back. Tom starts by shouting at everyone to
quit talking and MOVE!, MOVE! As arms and legs
start to droop, he bellows over the throbbing music with
all the compassion of a drill sergeant, "If you don’t
want to feel that pain, don’t come back here! ONE!
TWO!" Some regulars in the back really get into the
shouting, and shout back with gusto like real boot camp
recruits.

Satisfied customers swear by the workout’s effective-
ness. Each day focuses on a different muscle group, so
that you never get bored, and it is an effective way to
burn off a lot of calories and inches, based on personal
testimonies. On Wednesdays and Saturdays, the routine
incorporates punching bags and kickboxing, and Tom is
very willing to help people who are unfamiliar with this

Continued on Page 20

T THE ESPLANADE AT PALISADES,

WE’RE SETTING THE STANDARD
FOR ASSISTED LIVING FOR SENIORS.

e/ . .

2/ he Scharf Family is proud to continue

their long-standing tradition of providing affordable
comfort and priceless care to seniors. While The
Esplanade undergoes an extensive multimillion
dollar modernization, you can expect the same
personalized attention that has been The Esplanade’s
trademark for generations.

* Respite program

* Community café

* Wellness center

* Private dining room for special parties
* Dementia/Alzheimer’s Cace Wing

%t our sprawling 22-acre wooded campus
and experience firse-hand why so many seniors
PR consider the Scharf
¢ Family an integral

* Choice of spacious studio-or one-bedroom
apartments with kitchenettes

i

* Three delicious meals served daily in an
elegant dining room
* State-of-the-art recreation and activity rooms
* Computer room with free interner access *
3
= -
THE ESPLANADE

PALISADES

* On-premise home health care agency to assist
those with special needs

640 Oak Tree Road, Palisades, New York 10964 « Tel: 845.359.7870 * Fax: 845.359.9266 ¢ esplanadesenior.com S |







