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Calendar of Events 

n 

n 

28 
29-

J A N . 6- FEB 3. P a l i s a d e s P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church F i l m F e s t i v a l . 
through FEB 1, H u s t l e l e s s o n s f o r 
b e g i n n e r s . Community C e n t e r . 
Rockland Center f o r the A r t s , 
West Nyack, M.D. E l e v i t c h , guest 
speaker , 8 p.m. 
L i b r a r y ' s Annual M e e t i n g , 2-4 p.m. 
30 Rockland Community C o l l e g e 
R e g i s t r a t i o n , 6 :30-8 :30 p.m. 

FEB 4 Community C e n t e r ' s Annual M e e t i n g , 
2 p .m. 

Leading Ladies - Gertrude Macy and 
Katherine Cornell 

For anyone who cares about how American 
t h e a t r e and music and dance e v o l v e d , who 
c o n s i d e r s i t a r a re t r e a s u r e to be c l o s e to 
the source of a r t i s t i c c r e a t i o n and a r t i s 
t i c s u c c e s s , Palisades, a c u l - d e - s a c on the 
Hudson, has c e r t a i n l y emerged as a p l a c e to 
be. 

In 1928, Ger t rude Macy was a graduate of 
Bryn Mawr w i t h a degree i n p h y s i c s , a f i n e 
bus iness mind and a s t r ong emotion f o r the 
t h e a t r e . She had summered, d u r i n g her 
growing up y e a r s , i n Santa Barbara and had 
met Sus i e Hyde t h e r e . Sus i e Hyde was, i n 
the l a t e 2 0 1 s , working as s e c r e t a r y to 
Ka the r ine C o r n e l l . "I asked her about her 
job and she s a i d she d i d n ' t need to know 
shor thand , she answered i n v i t a t i o n s and 
kept up cor respondence . I thought t ha t 
sounded l i k e a n i ce job and w i t h i n t e r e s t 
ing people so when Sus ie went o f f i n t o 
p u b l i s h i n g and s i n c e the 
I was eager f o r the j o b , 
to Ka the r ine C o r n e l l . I 
would lead to the next 35 

M c C l i n t i c ' s knew 
I became s e c r e t a r y 
never dreamt tha t 
years o f my own 

l i f e i n the T h e a t r e , s i n c e I , t o o , knew 
very l i t t l e o f the s k i l l s r e q u i r e d f o r even 
a s e c r e t a r i a l p o s t . " As w i t h most t h i n g s 
she had done, Ger t Macy ' s sense of o r g a n i 
z a t i o n made her s u c c e s s f u l a t t ha t job and 
e v e n t u a l l y she became K a t h e r i n e C o r n e l l ' s 
p roduce r . They were f r i e n d s from the be
g i n n i n g . I t was such a c l o s e and s p e c i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p t ha t i t i s n ' t p o s s i b l e to 
t e l l the s t o r y of one w i t h o u t the s t o r y 
of the o t h e r . 
LEADING LADY i s not o n l y the b iography 

of Ka the r ine C o r n e l l but a c h r o n i c l e of 
Ger t Macy as w e l l . "I t r i e d to keep myse l f 
low key w h i l e w r i t i n g the b i o g r a p h y , " says 
Miss Macy, "but how low key can one be when 
one has done e v e r y t h i n g from buying the 
f a m i l y ca r s to p roduc ing Miss C o r n e l l ' s 
p l a y s ? " Miss Macy d o e s n ' t mind being r e 
vea led to her ne ighbors and her own ca ree r 
i s i n s p i r a t i o n a l to people w i t h g e n e r a l i s t 
t a l e n t s i n a s p e c i a l i z e d w o r l d . L i t t l e by 
l i t t l e , Ger t Macy began to take on t h e r e s 
p o n s i b i l i t i e s of a l l K a t h e r i n e C o r n e l l ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s , s u p e r v i s i n g not o n l y the func
t i o n o f her househo lds , but the management 

of her a s se t s as w e l l . I t was not a one 
s i d e d a s s o c i a t i o n by any means: when Ger t 
was about to produce I am a Camera, Mis s 
C o r n e l l i n s i s t e d on i n v e s t i n g i n t ha t s i n c e 
she d i d n ' t want the re to be a Macy produc
t i o n on the boards w i thou t some C o r n e l l 
money i n i t . Ger t Macy l e d M i s s C o r n e l l 
through many d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s . K a t h e r i n e 
C o r n e l l , i n t u r n , l e d Ger t Macy to Sneden's 
Landing and to us . Miss C o r n e l l had ren ted 
the Log Cabin f o r 25 w i n t e r s and, when she 
dec ided to b u i l d the famous house on the 
r i v e r , she chose E r i c Gug le r as the a r c h i 
t e c t and bought the l and from the T o n e t t i 
f a m i l y . Anne T o n e t t i before her d e a t h , 
l e f t i n s t r u c t i o n s t h a t Ger t Macy was to be 
g iven a reasonab le p r i c e f o r l and on the 
P a l i s a d e s i f she wanted to buy he re . She 
d i d and, i n f a c t , her house - - c a l l e d R i v e 
Gauche and a l s o des igned by E r i c Gugle r - -
was b u i l t before K a t h e r i n e C o r n e l l ' s . Ger t 
Macy has l i v e d here f o r 30 y e a r s . 

Peter Rock, the C o r n e l l house named f o r 
the d u r a b i l i t y of K a t h e r i n e C o r n e l l ' s f a t h e r 
Pe te r and the m a j e s t i c P a l i s a d e s , was begun 
w i t h a barn purchased on Long I s l a n d , taken 
apar t and r e c o n s t r u c t e d i n the cen t e r o f 
K a t h e r i n e C o r n e l l ' s l a n d . I t grew - - i t 
took years - - i t was c h i s l e d out o f the rock 
because E r i c Gugler would not "dynamite a 
b i g hole and then f i l l i t i n w i t h house. 
I n s t e a d , he i n s i s t e d t ha t the P a l i s a d e s 
rock be d r i l l e d out a l i t t l e b i t a t a t i m e , 
j u s t enough to f i t each a n g l e , each l e v e l , 
each co rne r of the house as i t was needed. 
The rock had to be f o r c e d to accommodate the 
house - - not the o ther way a r o u n d . " * 

When Miss C o r n e l l moved out of the house, 
a f t e r G u t h r i e M c C l i n t i c ' s d e a t h , she d i d n ' t 
want any of the f i l e s t h a t had been s t o r e d 
i n Pe te r Rock and t o l d Ger t Macy to take 
them. E v e n t u a l l y they w i l l p robab ly go to 
the L i n c o l n Center L i b r a r y of the Per form
ing A r t s f o r the Thea t re C o l l e c t i o n . 

A f t e r K a t h e r i n e C o r n e l l d i e d , s e v e r a l pub
l i s h e r s approached Miss Macy to w r i t e the 
b iog raphy . "I t o l d them I c o u l d n ' t w r i t e 
and they s a i d ' O h , d o n ' t worry about t h a t , 
you j u s t t a l k i n t o a tape r e c o r d e r and w e ' l l 
f i n d a g h o s t w r i t e r . ' W e l l , I was r a t h e r 
snobbish about t h a t and s a i d I ' d f i n d my 
own. I f i r s t asked Thor ton W i l d e r who s a i d 

he c o u l d n ' t do a n y t h i n g i f i t d i d n ' t emanate 



from w i t h i n h i m s e l f . F i n a l l y I found Tad Mosel 
and went to the p u b l i s h e r who accepted him on 
my recommendat ion ." 

LEADING LAD J took th ree years to w r i t e , 
mos t l y from Ger t Macy ' s f i l e s and r e c o l l e c 
t i o n s . I t t e l l s not o n l y the ca reer of a 
f i n e a c t r e s s , but the s t o r y of the American 
t h e a t r e over 40 years or more. Ger t Macy 
g i v e s us t i m e l e s s i n s i g h t s and i n s p i r a t i o n s 
i n a d d i t i o n to having g iven her own no tab le 
successes as a producer i n her l i f e . 

She says s h e ' s r e t i r e d now and w o u l d n ' t 
do a n y t h i n g more i n the t h e a t r e anyway 
because i t ' s so a b s u r d l y e x p e n s i v e . I t 
c o s t $30,000 to produce I am a .Camera i n 
1951 and, by compar i son , Ballroom cos t 
$2 ,000 ,000 and r e c e i v e d not n e a r l y as 
f a v o r a b l e n o t i c e s as G e r t ' s p r o d u c t i o n of 
I am a Camera ." 

I t was i n e v i t a b l e t ha t a b iography of 
K a t h e r i n e C o r n e l l would be w r i t t e n but i t 
was chance tha t Ger t rude Macy shou ld have 
found h e r s e l f here and i n a c a r e e r l e a d i n g 
to t ha t b i o g r a p h y . 

. . . __ HOLLY M. REDELL 

*LEADING LADIj p . 499. 

Palisades School Council 
A l l school a c t i v i t i e s are back on a regu

l a r schedule s i n c e the hea t ing system was 
r e p a i r e d a few weeks ago. 

Rockland Community C o l l e g e i s aga in 
o f f e r i n g two c r e d i t courses beg inn ing the 
week of Feb. 5, 1979. They a r e : 

P r i n c i p l e s o f A c c o u n t i n g I I 
Eng l i sh -F reshman Compos i t ion I . 

These courses are d e s c r i b e d i n the Sp r ing 
19.79 c r e d i t b rochure . I f you d i d not 
r e c e i v e t h i s brochure i n the m a i l , c a l l 
356-1527 and one w i l l be m a i l e d to y o u . 
M a i l - r e g i s t r a t i o n packets may be ob t a ined 
i n room 130 o f the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g 
a t the Main Campus or by c a l l i n g 356-1527. 
I n s t r u c t i o n s f o r comple t ing a ma i l r e g i s 
t r a t i o n packet are i n c l u d e d and you shou ld 
c a r e f u l l y complete and r e t u r n a l l r e q u i r e d 
forms by January 2 6 t h . 

In person r e g i s t r a t i o n at P a l i s a d e s 
w i l l take p l ace on Monday, J a n . 29 , 1979 and 
Tuesday, J a n . 30 , 1979 from 6:30 p . m . -
8:30 p.m.; . _ _ . 

P lease watch" f o r t h e i r c r e d i t - f r e e brochure 
i n J anua ry . The Saturday workshop f o r 
c h i l d r e n was a huge success and we l ook 
forward to the s p r i n g programs. 
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN 

Open Gym - Supe rv i sed by Sue Schwei ke r t 
eve ry Tuesday and Thursday a f te rnoon from 
3 : 0 0 - 5 . Boys and g i r l s from 3rd grade t h r u 
8th grade are welcome. 

Teen Evening - eve ry Thursday from 7-10 
p.m. S u p e r v i s e d by Haro ld Smith 

EILEEN LARKIN 

Oak Tree Playgroup 
The Playgroup i s back r n i t s home now, 

thanks to the r e p a i r s on the f u r n a c e , and 
everybody i s warm and happy a g a i n . I t i s 
w i t h enormous thanks and g r a t i t u d e tha t we 
wish everyone on the Board of the Community 
Center good t h i n g s i n the New Yea r . 

Come and see us f o r a w h i l e i f you would 
l i k e to c o n s i d e r the P laygroup f o r your c h i l d ; 
y o u ' l l be p leased w i t h what you f i n d here . 

HOLLY M. REDELL 

Palisades Free Library 

The L i b r a r y ' s Annual Meet ing w i l l be he ld 
Sunday, J a n . 28 from 2 to 4 p.m. S i x 
r e s i d e n t s are on the b a l l o t f o r th ree Board 
p o s i t i o n s . They are as f o l l o w s : 

Bob B.urcaw; 
W i l l i a m Ebe r l e 
Mary F r a n c i s Murphy 
Jack Rosso f f 
E s t e l l e S o l l i s h 
Andrea W i l l i a m s 

Come enjoy a poe t ry r ead ing by M i l d r e d 
Rippey and a performance by Harry D a v i s . 
Refreshments w i l l be s e r v e d . 

BARBARA HOVSEPIAN 

Palisades Community Center 
December was another a c t i v e month f o r the 

C e n t e r . A l though the Nursery School 
r e tu rned to t h e i r home base ac ross the 

"street", they d i d "express t h ' e i r g r a t i t u d e 
f o r the " S p i r i t o f C o o p e r a t i o n " o f our 
community i n a l l o w i n g them to use our 
b e a u t i f u l b u i l d i n g . 

A ca t e r ed luncheon f o r a T . V . crew f i l m i n g 
on Oak Tree .Road was served i n ' t h e C e n t e r . 
T h e i r dona t ion p lus s e v e r a l o the r s from the 
community made i t p o s s i b l e to pay the r o o f 
i n f u l l . 

The Annual Chr i s tmas Pa r ty he ld on 
Dec. 10 was enjoyed by many of our l o c a l 
c h i l d r e n and t h e i r p a r e n t s . The S e n i o r 
C i t i z e n s a l s o enjoyed a h o l i d a y c e l e b r a t i o n . 

Beg inn ing T h u r s , J a n . 11 , a four-week 
" H u s t l e " group w i l l meet a t the c e n t e r . 
T h i s w i l l be f o r beginners 18 years and 
o v e r . The c l a s s w i l l be l i m i t e d to 10 
couples and the cos t w i l l be $20 per 
couple f o r the e n t i r e s e s s i o n . Advance 
r e g i s t r a t i o n i s a MUST. P i c k up your 
a p p l i c a t i o n i n the Post O f f i c e and make 
your check payable to "DANCING" P . O . Box 222, 
P a l i s a d e s , N . Y . More complex s teps w i l l 
be o f f e r e d at a l a t e r da t e . J o i n the fun - -
dancing i s popula r a g a i n . See the Com
muni ty Center B u l l e t i n Board' i n the Post 
O f f i c e f o r more i n f o r m a t i o n . EDITH RYAN 

Burt Reynolds 

Burt Reynolds and company came to town i n 
mid-December to shoot scenes f o r h i s new 
movie Starting Over which a l s o f ea tu re s 
Candice Bergen , J i l l C layburgh and Cha r l e s 
D u r n i n g . The Tompkins' house i n Sneden's 
Landing was 'chosejj f o r l o c a t i o n because the 
f i l m needed a t r a d i t i o n a l New England type 
home and atmosphere. 

The subsequent i nconven iences and b i z a r r e 
t r a f f i c pa t t e rns were i n s i g n i f i c a n t com
pared to a l l the fun the k i d s and parents 
had. Bur t Reynolds c h e e r f u l l y s igned au to 
graphs and l i n g e r e d to' chat w i t h r e s i d e n t s 
at the end of each day. He sa id- he enjoyed 
the k ids and was very g r a t i f i e d by t h e i r 
warm response to him. 

He was e q u a l l y complimentary about Mrs . 
Tompkins, who, he s a i d , took the i n v a s i o n 
w i t h amazing e q u a n i m i t y . He thought she 
was j u s t g r e a t , and admi t ted t ha t he would 
never i n a m i l l i o n years a l l o w a movie crew 
i n t o h i s home. Someday, he added, he would 
l i k e to come back and e x p l o r e the area f u r 
the r because he ' s f a s c i n a t e d by i t ' s a r t i s 
t i c and h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

LESLIE PRICE HAYES 



Letters Community Health Notes 

To the people of P a l i s a d e s : I want to 
g ive ray s i n c e r e s t apology f o r the i n c o n 
venience tha t y o u ' v e been put to by the 
shoo t ing of some scenes of the f i l m starting 
Over. You have a l l been p a t i e n t and I 
thank you . 

B l e s s i n g and a good h o l i d a y to you a l l - -
JUDY TOHKINS 

Palisades Presbyterian Church 

The P a l i s a d e s P r e s b y t e r i a n Church w i l l 
hold another F i l m F e s t i v a l t h i s y e a r , 
f e a t u r i n g the e a r l y f i l m s of some of our 
most famous contemporary d i r e c t o r s p lus 
some p r i z e - w i n n i n g shor t sub j ec t s and a 
Sneak Preview of a c u r r e n t motion p i c t u r e . 

The schedule i s as f o l l o w s : 
Jan . 6 F r a n c i s Ford C o p p o l a ' s The Rain 

People w i t h James Caan, S h i r l e y 
K n i g h t , Robert D u v a l l . 

13 George Lucas ' s c i e n c e f i c t i o n 
c l a s s i c TRX-1138 w i t h Donald 
PIeasance . 

20 A r t h u r Penn 's The Chase w i t h 
Robert R e d f o r d , Jane Fonda, 
Marlon Brando. 

27 A r t h u r Penn 's Themes and Variants, 
an Academy Award winning documen
t a r y p o r t r a i t of Penn w i t h Warren 

B e a t t y , D u s t i n Hoffman, A r l o G u t h r i e . 
Feb. 3 Bryan Forbes ' The Wrong Box w i t h 

Pe te r S e l l e r s , John M i l l s , R a l p h ' 
R i c h a r d s o n , Michae l C a i n e , Pe te r 
Cook, Dudley Moore. 

BARBARA HOVSEPIAN 

Lamont 

I t has been brought to our a t t e n t i o n tha t 
concern i s being expressed over the poor 
e a t i n g h a b i t s at l unch t ime and l a c k of 
p r o t e c t i v e w i n t e r c l o t h i n g on c h i l d r e n at 
T . Z . E . We w i l l i n v e s t i g a t e t h i s f u r t h e r , 
but need your i n p u t . P l e a s e , l e t us know 
your sugges t ions and o b s e r v a t i o n s . 

Community S e r v i c e s #3 - - Three d i f f e r e n t 
ambulance s e r v i c e s are a v a i l a b l e to our r e 
s i d e n t s . So. Orangetown Ambulance Corps , 
i n Tappan (359-3030) i s a v o l u n t e e r s e r v i c e 
w i t h no charge to Nyack H o s p i t a l i n emergency. 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n to o ther h o s p i t a l s i s a v a i l 
ab le o n l y a f t e r 7 p.m. Empire Hose Company 
i n Piermont ( c a l l O p e r a t o r , or Orangetown 
P o l i c e , 359-3700) i s a v o l u n t e e r emergency 
s e r v i c e o n l y , w i t h no charge and l i m i t e d to 
Rockland County. Hudson V a l l e y Ambulance 
S e r v i c e i n Havers t raw (429-2300) i s a 
p r i v a t e s e r v i c e w i t h a fee by mi leage 
charge . They w i l l t r a n s p o r t a l l over the 
Un i t ed S t a t e s . However, i n an emergency 
they w i l l take p a t i e n t s on ly to Nyack or 
Englewood H o s p i t a l s , at the d r i v e r ' s d i s 
c r e t i o n . 

VIRGINIA W. BARRETT, BS RN 
MYRA B. RICHARDSON, RN MPH 

Classified 

Near ly 20 b i l l i o n tons of carbon d i o x i d e 
are now being r e l e a s e d i n t o the atmosphere 
each year as a by-p roduc t of the burn ing 
of f o s s i l f u e l s , a c c o r d i n g to a r ecen t 
s tudy by Wal lace B r o e c k e r . The output o f 
carbon d i o x i d e from f o s s i l f u e l s has been 
growing s t e a d i l y at about 4 percent a y e a r . 
At the same time the oceans are s l o w l y 
l o s i n g t h e i r c a p a c i t y to soak up the i n 
c r e a s i n g amounts of carbon d i o x i d e . 

Should t h i s t r end c o n t i n u e , the amount 
o f carbon d i o x i d e i n the atmosphere w i l l 
double i n about 50 y e a r s . I f i t does , the 
best es t imates are t ha t the average g l o b a l 
temperature i n the year 2025 w i l l be 2 to 3 
degrees C e l s i u s (3 .6 to 5.4 degrees Fahren
h e i t ) h igher than i t i s now because carbon 
d i o x i d e has a way of t r a p p i n g r a d i a n t hea t . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , such a g l o b a l r i s e of 
temperature w i l l not be an unmixed b l e s s i n g . 
To be sure i t w i l l make p o s s i b l e wine 
making, f o r example, i n Eng land , but i t 
w i l l a l s o lead to m e l t i n g o f the A n t a r c t i c 
i c e cap , the Greenland i c e shee t , as w e l l 
as mountain g l a c i e r s , s e a - l e v e l w i l l r i s e 
enough to f l o o d the s i t e s of most of the 
grea t c i t i e s i n the w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g New 
York . 

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE FREE. SEND TO BOX 201 OR 
CALL JEANNE BOOSE (7154) . DONATIONS ARE 
REQUESTED FROM BUSINESSES OR NON-PALISADIANS. 

FOR SALE - Hand b u i l t o u t s i d e f i r ewood 
rack 5' h igh x 6' w i d e ; holds 1/4 cord wood 
- wa te rp roo fed . C a l l r e g a r d i n g p r i c e . 
Post (2716) . 

FOR SALE - IBM E l e c t r i c O f f i c e t y p e w r i t e r , 
$150. M e t r i c socke t wrench s e t , unused, $35. 
J o e , S u l l i v a n (2074) . 

FOR SALE - 10-speed b i k e , R a l e i g h Grand 
P r i x 2 1 " , e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n , new t i r e s , 
tow c l i p s , $105. Rasmussen (5188) . 

FOR SALE - Ice s k a t e s , b l a c k hockey 
s i z e s 7 and 10, b l ack ( c h i l d ) f i g u r e , s i z e s 
2 and 3. Rasmussen (5188) . 

FOR SALE - 2 snow t i r e s L78-15 used one 
w i n t e r . L a r k i n (6589) 

Unclassified 

10964 thanks Anne G u g l e r , Sandy M c A l l i s t e r , 
the Ned S t a r k s and t h e J o s e p h S a n t u c c i s f o r 
t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t h i s month. 

WRITING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER ARE 
WELCOME. 10964 RESERVES THE RIGHT TO EDIT 
MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR PUBLICATION. 

I f at any t ime you do not r e c e i v e your 
copy of 10964, c a l l Jane B e r n i c h (8382) . 

GOESTA WOLLIN 
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